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THE COMING CRISIS 
ARE WE APPROACHING THE END OF THE AGE? 
INTRODUCTION 


IS THERE any good reason why this question should not be 
raised, and a serious attempt made to answer it? From the 
standpoint of the Bible we have the right to do both since the 
disciples requested Christ to give them the indications of the close 
of the age and of His return to the world. It is because Christ 
satisfied their inquiry so specifically that it is our right and 
privilege to investigate the matter and see if an intelligent con- 
clusion can be reached. 

Two things are absolutely certain: The Bible teaches that there 
will be an end to this age in which we are now living; that at a 
given time it will reach its consummation. Every student of the 
Bible will admit this to be true. 

The second thing the Bible clearly teaches is the coming of 
Christ to the world. This is as plainly taught as is the first advent 
of Jesus. He came in the first instance in due time after many 
centuries of the preparation of the world for Christ. He will 
come the second time under certain definite conditions. But the 
clear, indisputable teaching of the Bible is that He will come as 
literally, as personally, as He did the first time. 

There were, no doubt, many pious Jewish souls who were look- 
ing with profound interest for the Messiah at the time of the 
- first coming. There was one good reason for expecting Him, as 
we shall have occasion to see. We know of one pious soul who 
rejoiced with an unspeakable joy when he beheld the child Christ. 
It was the devout Simeon, who, we are told, was “ waiting for 
the consolation of Israel.” He took the child Jesus in his arms, 
blessed God and said, “ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” (Lu. 2: 28-30.) 

There are many such pious souls who are now waiting and 
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looking for this same Lord. The question is, have they any 
ground for the hope that the coming of their Lord is near, that 
the age is about to close? Are We Approaching the Close of the 
Age? 

Various Attitudes 


Different attitudes to this question are taken by Christian 
people. Some take the ground that there is no reason for suppos- 
ing that the end of the age is near. Others say that we know 
absolutely nothing about it. Others again believe implicitly that 
we are in the last days of the age. 

There are those who call themselves Christians who have no 
interest in the question aside from the fact that they do not want 
the age to close and would be greatly disturbed (not to use a 
stronger term) if it were reasonably certain that the close of the 
age is at hand. 

There are those who would rejoice to know that the end will 
soon occur and bring about those things for which they have 
a joyful yearning. 

In any case, it is difficult to conceive of anyone, who claims 
to have a genuine interest in the truths of the Bible, being abso- 
lutely indifferent to the question. We would expect even those 
who have given the matter little or no attention to be stirred 
somewhat if it were shown them that there were strong reasons 
for believing that we are now living in the “ time of the end.” 


There never was a time when so many intelligent, earnest souls 
believed that the end is near, as at this present moment. During 
the past few years this question has become a burning one with 
thousands of devout students of the Bible, and of our time. 

When we consider all that is involved in this great event we 
wonder that any one would have no interest in the matter. On 
the other hand, it is scarcely to be expected that those who are 
entirely ignorant of what the Bible has to say along this line 
could have any intelligent interest in the close of the age. The 
churches are full of that class of people. 


There are many people who would like to ask if we are ap- 
proaching the close of the age, who, for different reasons, refrain 
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from doing so. There are those to whom the question is put 
who believe it should be answered in the affirmative, but hesitate 
about doing so. 

The great majority of people would dispose of it in the short- 
est and easiest way by declaring that it is impossible for us to 
have any knowledge on the subject, that the question is un- 
answerable and that it should not concern us in the least. To 
all of this we take the most emphatic exceptions. 


Things to Avoid 


We believe that every intelligent student of the Bible regards 
with disfavor all “date setting’? tendencies. Christ distinctly 
declared, ‘“‘ But of that day and that hour knoweth no man” (Mark 
13:32), and that should be final. It has always been a regret- 
able thing when this has been done. It was not only contrary 
to the teachings of Christ, but it has subjected to ridicule this 
thing of such vital import. It is nothing less than presumptuous 
to ignore the statement of Jesus and dare to say that this momen- 
tous event will occur this or that year. 

Another thing to avoid are those positive interpretations of 
certain passages in the Prophecy of Daniel the exact meaning 
of which we do not know. From what year, “ times ” or “ days” 
and other expressions should be reckoned would be a matter of 
conjecture, and in all instances, no doubt, very erroneous con- 
jecture, as is also true of those conjectures in which periods of 
time indicated would close. 

These are things to avoid, but what we have said in no sense 
conflicts with our question as we shall consider it. Jesus declared 
that no one would know the date of this occurrence, but this did 
not prevent Him from answering the question of the disciples on 
the Mount of Olives as to the signs of His coming and the close 
of the age. He gave them some very definite signs, and in no 
sense did He repress their interest in this great matter, but quite 
the contrary. 

We recall distinctly the excitement that was created in England 
and in this country when the English Chronologist, J. B. Dimbleby, 
worked out the mathematics of the “time, times and half-time ” 
of Daniel together with other periods. He showed “ conclu- 
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sively ”’ that the age would end in 1898. It is now 29 years since 
that time. 

For the past few years representatives of Russellism have been 
going through the country declaring that “millions now living 
will never die.’ And this announcement rested upon the fact 
that the age would close in 1925. Judge Rutherford was just as 
positive about this as was Dimbleby regarding 1898. But the year 
came and went and these things so “ conclusively ” established 
have not happened. 

Thousands of Russellites fully believed that these were sound 
Biblical assurances, and did not seem to realize that Christ had 
spoken the final word in this respect. What these things succeed 
in doing is to cause a certain class of people to sneer, and to bring 
disappointment and doubt to the believers in these reckonings. 

These are things to avoid in treating this vital matter which 
is of too great significance to be sneered at, laughed at and dis- 
credited by those who are only too glad to be afforded that oppor- 
tunity. 


Inquiry Sanctioned by the Bible 


While this matter of date-setting is distinctly unscriptural the 
same is not true of our interest in the close of the age and the 
return of Christ to the world. It would indeed be strange that 
the Bible should so abound with references to this great hope 
and at the same time require us not to give it serious attention. 

That is the manner in which some people interpret Christ’s 
statement regarding our ignorance of the specific time of this 
event. They carry the matter too far and make it apply in a 
way that Christ never intended it should be applied. That is 
seen in what has already been said relative to the manner in 
which Jesus answered the question of the disciples on Olivet, 
and by no word or suggestion discouraged their inquiry as to 
when the age would close and the return of their Lord would 
occur. 

It might as well be said that the Jews of the Old Testament 
period should have no interest in the First Advent, and that to 
look with yearning to the time when their Messiah should appear 
would be out of place, a mistaken and unscriptural interest. To 
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inform them as to that great moment Daniel, in the ninth chapter 
of his prophecy, stated distinctly that the Messiah would come 
and be cut off at the expiration of the Sixty-ninth Week. And 
we know that when that time arrived the Jewish world was 
expecting the Christ. The Bible gave them sufficient reason for 
doing so. 

In like manner, the Bible justifies our interest in this great 
question. Daniel has clearly stated the marvelous things that will: 
take place at that time. The New Testament writers speak glow- 
ingly of that coming moment—“ Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ ” (Tit. 2: 13)—and other such passages. 

How anyone can read the New Testament with any care or 
intelligence and fail to see the emphasis it lays upon this 
supremely important matter, it is difficult to understand. 


CHAPTER: I 


WHAT THE CLOSE OF THE AGE COMPRISES 


Tell us, when shall these things be? and what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end 
of the age? [ Matt. 24:3.] 


IT IS because so many people are so totally ignorant of the 
teaching of the Bible on this subject that the “close of the age” 
is confused with the end of the world. The close of the age has 

“no such significance. When this event occurs we will be a long 

way from the end of the world. The era to be ushered in at 
that time will extend over a thousand years on the authority of 
the Apostle John (Rev. 20:6). 

The rendering of the passage in Matthew (24:3) by the 
Authorized Version, to which we have referred, “ the end of the 
world,” should be more strictly translated “age” and not 
‘““ world ”—“ the consummation of the Age.” 

On the other hand, the expression is not confusing to those 
who are familiar with the teachings of the New Testament on 
this subject. Even if the word “world” were correct they 
know that the sense that would attach to that use of the word 
would be that of “age” or “ dispensation,’ because of the 
things that are yet to transpire in the world following that event. 

It is because of the distorted ideas of so many people and 
half-formed notions of many others as to what is signified by 
the end of the age that it is necessary to give a brief outline of 
the teachings of the Bible on this point. 


The End of the Times of the Gentiles 

It was Christ who used the expression “ Times of the Gen- 
tiles” (Lu. 21:24), but it is the prophet Daniel who sets forth 
the period indicated by this expression. Hence we speak of 
him as “The Prophet of the Times of the Gentiles.” It was 
given to him to state the beginning, procedure and end of these 
“Times,” as had no other writer of the Old Testament. 

We are giving, at this time, simply an outline and not a dis- 
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cussion of this period. The times of the Gentiles began with 
the New Babylonian Empire, extending through the Four Uni- 
versal Empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome, 
with which the student of ancient history is familiar. 

At the fall of Rome the various races, no longer a part of a 
universal empire, broke apart and passed through the period 
from 476 A.D., through the time of the Empire of Charlemagne 
and the Middle Ages the close of which is placed by some at the 
fall of Constantinople in 1453, and by others at the time of the 
discovery of America. These “Times” continue throughout 
the modern period until the historical image representing this 
whole era as given by Daniel (2: 44,45) is brought to an end 
by the Stone cut out of the mountain without hands. 

In this image the Roman Empire is represented by the legs 
of iron—the Western and Eastern Empires. There is a mingling 
of clay and iron representing the various States of the world, 
and in the end a confederation of ten kingdoms as indicated by 
the ten toes. 

That this brings us to the closing period of the Gentile Times 
is seen in the fact that the “stone” strikes the image on the 
toes and brings all to destruction. That the stone represents 
Christ is seen, not only from Daniel’s statement but from the 
various expressions of the Scriptures (Isa. 28: 16; Matt. 21:44). 

Post-millennialists have attempted to show that what Daniel 
describes as the striking of the stone was fulfilled by the first 
Coming of Christ; that with Him began a spiritual kingdom 
which, as the stone, should roll down through the centuries, 
becoming greater and greater until it rolls itself into a great 
mountain filling the whole earth. 

A little consideration will show how this is absolutely con- 
trary to fact. In the first place, what Daniel sets before us is a 
crisis, the stone striking the image and laying it in ruins. Christ 
never taught that the Gospel should bring to naught Gentile 
dominion, “nor did He attack the Roman Empire which was 
then in control. Indeed the Roman Empire was officially the 
means of His death on the cross. He did not smite the image; 
the image, so to speak, smote Him.” 

A careful reading of the passage shows that the stone strikes 
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the feet which terminate in the ten toes. But the Roman Empire 
of Christ’s day was a unit and the division into the Western 
and Eastern Empires, as indicated by the two legs of Daniel’s 
vision, had not occurred. There were no feet and no toes to 
strike hence the prophecy here set forth could not be fulfilled by 
the first coming of Christ. 

Again, it should be distinctly noted that the stone does not 
become the mountain filling the whole earth before it brings to 
destruction the image. It is after this is demolished by the 
striking of the stone, which is a crisis, that the stone becomes 
a world-wide kingdom filling the earth. 

Thus the close of the age signifies the end of the present 
political order, which, of course, is a Gentile order. 


The Close of the Church Age 


Christ sets forth this point of closing in His Olivet discourse 
by saying, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall 
the end come.” Matt. 24:14. This does not signify world- 
wide evangelization for the good and sufficient reason that it 
does not say so. What it declares is world-wide proclamation 
of the Gospel, or the Gospel preached as a witness to all nations. 

This statement is rendered still more clear by Acts 15:14: 
“ Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people to his name.” 

This same truth was declared by Christ in His parabolic teach- 
ing. It is especially clear in the parable of the drag-net which 
shows that the fulness of the net is not the fulness of the sea. 

This period of the Church is expressed by Paul as “the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles.” In Rom. 11:25 he says, “ That blind- 
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in.” 

The mission of the Christian Church will be completed at 
the close of the age. It is her mission to preach the Gospel, 
as referred to, and that to all nations, as a witness, to take out 
of them a people to the name of Christ, and when this is accom- 
plished the mission of the Church in this age is at an end, since 
the age itself will be brought to a close. 
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The Coming of Christ 


Nowhere in the Bible are we told to wait for the Millennium, but 
for the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Tit. 2:13. It is the coming of our Lord that brings the age 
to an end. 

It is almost incredible the very little that the rank and file of 
Christian people know about this matter of such infinite signif- 
icance. Aside from the general fact that the Bible teaches that 
Jesus will return, the vast majority of church members have no 
clear idea of the specific things involved in the Second Advent. 

This is not strange when viewed from the standpoint of thou- 
sands of ministers of the Gospel. It is no idle statement when 
we declare that the Church is full of ministers who have never 
given this subject any serious attention, and could not give an 
intelligent statement of it if required to do so. Ii they had 
given it such attention and caught its real significance they would 
have brought it into their pulpits instead of ignoring it com- 
pletely. Notwithstanding the great place this subject occupies 
in the Bible, there are thousands of ministers who never in all 
of their ministry, in any proper sense of the word, preached a 
sermon on this glorious theme. 

The majority of Christian people think of Christ’s coming, if 
they think about it at all, as occurring at one time. That, of 
course, is true as to His coming to the earth, and unless we are 
speaking in more detail regarding this entire event, we use the 
general expression of Christ’s Second Coming. 

There are, however, two stages of this coming clearly set 
forth in the New Testament. The first stage is unfolded by Paul 
in his First Epistle to the Thessalonians, which was the first of 
his many epistles. Briefly stated he declares that Christ first 
comes in the air without descending to the earth. At that 
moment the dead in Christ shall rise while the living saints will 
be caught up together with them to meet Christ in the air (1 
Thes. 4: 15-17). 

The latter is called the “translation” and the “rapture.” In 
his Epistle to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 15: 51,52) Paul explains 
this marvelous event by saying, “Behold, I show you a mystery: 
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_ we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
_ in the twinkling of an eye.” 

It is while we are with Christ in this initial stage of His com- 
ing that the tragic things depicted by the book of Revelation 
are happening on the earth under the reign of Anti-Christ. It 
is the period of the great tribulation spoken of by Daniel, who 
is quoted by Christ (Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21,22). This period 
_ will be brief. Then Christ comes to the earth with His saints, 
destroys Anti-Christ “with the brightness of His coming” and 
sits in judgment upon the nations, Matt. 25: 31, 32. 

It will be readily seen that Christ could not return to the 
_ earth with the saints unless He had first gathered them to Him- 
self as shown by Paul in the Epistle to the Thessalonians. In the 
meantime the Jews have returned to Palestine in unbelief, have 
- set up a government and have established their religious institu- 

tions. While those in Christ escape the awful period of tribula- 
tion by translation, the Jews with those left on the earth pass 
through it. It is the day of “ Jacob’s trouble.” 

It is held by some that the living Church will pass through 
the tribulation and thus will not escape it by translation; that 
the translation occurs after the tribulation. This, we believe, is 
a mistaken interpretation. The time of trouble spoken of by 
Daniel (12:1) which is quoted by Christ (Matt. 24:21) is not 
for the Church, but for Daniel’s people. 

The Seventieth Week of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan. 9) has not 
vet been fulfilled. As stated by the prophet, 69 of these 70 weeks 
(weeks of vears—490 years) terminated with the death of Christ. 
The last. week—7 vears—is the closing period of the age. It is in 
the middle of this week (after three and one-half years) that 
_ Anti-Christ breaks his covenant with the Jews and starts the 
great tribulations. This prevails for 3%4 years, or 42 months, 
as stated bv the hook of Revelation, and is brought to an end 
bv the destruction of Anti-Christ. It is the view of many Bible 
students that the first resurrection and translation of the Church 
(1 Thes. 4: 15-18) occur at the beginning of the seventieth week. 

This briefiv outlines what is signified by the close of the age. 
It will be seen what things of tremendous import are bound up 
with this event. What a moment that will be tor the world! 
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What a moment it will be for those who will not see death but 
will be changed in a moment when caught up with resurrected 
saints to meet their Lord in the air! What scenes on the earth 
will be witnessed by the glorified Church as the nations engage 
in their last terrific conflict, their Armageddon! What a moment 
it will be when the hosts of the redeemed will descend with their 
Lord to reign with Him for a thousand years! 


Are We Approaching the End of the Age? 


If we are, the things we have outlined are near at hand. Does 
it mean anything to you? If we are approaching this moment, 
the scoffers, spoken of by Peter, who at this time will scoff and 
say, where is the promise of His coming? will soon be silenced as 
they behold the Son of God coming upon the earth. 

We have raised a question of tremendous significance. How 
are we to answer it? Can we show from the Bible and present 
day conditions that there is good reason for believing that the 
end of the age is near? Or, can it be made to appear from Bib- 
lical teaching and the conditions of our time that there is no 
more reason for believing that the end is at hand than was true 
of any century since the beginning of the Christian dispensation? 

The latter is the position taken by many people. They declare 
that every age has represented a state of things that might 
easily fit the passages that set forth the condition of the world 
at the Second Coming. This view of the matter takes account 
of certain things that in one form or another have always 
existed, but it fails to take into consideration other things that 
did not exist at other periods of the age and is therefore grossly 
mistaken in this assumption, as we shall have occasion to see. 

The way to approach this question is to ascertain what the 
Bible has given us bearing on this subject and to see if it is 
especially applicable to our time. This we contend is a true pro- 
cedure. If certain things are to characterize the world at the 
end of the age, and if in our day these things are actually com- 
ing to pass, then we have a right to relate what the Bible says 
to our day as the time when these things shall be fulfilled. 

We may go a step further and say that if the Bible has empha- 
sized a particular thing in such a way as to give it an outstand- 
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ing historical significance, and this thing is taking place at this 
time, then we have some definite grounds for believing that the 
end of the age is near. From the manner in which we have for- 
mulated these statements, and we have been careful to give them 
the proper and fair wording, we cannot see how anyone could 
find fault with them. 

If we were to fall back upon figures which we declare are 
clearly given by the Bible which prove without a doubt that the 
age would end this year, that would be another matter. Let 
us suppose that I begin by assuming that the starting point of 
the times of the Gentiles be 625 B.C. I now assume that certain 
periods of time given by Daniel signify so many years. I again 
assume that the expiration of that period is the end of the age. 
All that remains to be done is to add these years to B.C. 625 to 
discover in what year the time will be fulfilled. 

This is the method which has been repeatedly adopted and 
we know what has happened. Each such calculator has been 
cock-sure of his reckonings and they have all failed. Given the 
starting point as absolutely correct, and the length of the period, 
and it would be a simple matter to work out the mathematics of 
the thing. We are following no such methods. We are not lim- 
ited by such means in determining whether the end of our age 
is drawing near, and possibly much nearer than we imagine. 


CHAPTER II 


Tue AGE HEADING UP IN TRIBULATION 


And there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time. [ Dan. 12:1.] 


The State of the World 


What is signified by this caption is the state of the world at 
the end of the age. We want to know if the teachings of the 
Bible are clear on this point, and if so, what those teachings are. 
If they are not clear so that no definite opinion can be formed, 
then what is taught can be of no service to us. In that case, 
all conjecture is at an end. 

We are fully confident that it can be shown that the Bible 
speaks specifically to this point and in a way that is in no sense 
ambiguous or confusing. In other words, the Bible states exactly 
and simply the condition of the world at the coming of Christ. 
If this can be verified then all discussion on this point is at an 
end. We shall accept the Bible in preference to the opinions of 
men, no matter who the men may be. 

Let us assume that it is the uniform teaching of the Bible 
that the age will pass through a progressive development in 
spiritual conditions and at last attain that state of things known 
as the millennium. That this development is to be carried for- 
ward under the Church conditions of our age in the spread of 
the Gospel. Directed by the Bible, we would then be looking for 
the world to be growing constantly better, and the one great 
thing to which our attention would be directed by the Scrip- 
tures would be the millennium brought about by the activities 
of the Church as now organized and operating. This states the 
case fairly. 

It will be readily seen that if this be true there will be no 
teachings in the Bible to the contrary. Whatever any period 
of the age might exhibit in the way of low moral and spiritual 
conditions, the fact remains that the world will outgrow this 
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and at the end universal righteousness shall prevail and Christ 
_ shall be enthroned in the hearts of all men. 

In support of this we would quote the glowing description 
of Isaiah and Habakkuk: “They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’”’ Isa. 11:9; Hab. 
2:14. Added to this are those assurances that they shall all 
know him; that men shall learn the art of war no more; that 
peace shall prevail in all the earth, and other assurances of like 
import. 

This must be the uniform teaching of the Scriptures regard- 
ing the world’s spiritual development, and this must be the state 
of things at the end of our age. Since the Bible expressly teaches 
that our Lord will come again, it will follow from such teach- 
ings, just noted, that He will find this millennial state when He 
comes. This, again, is stating the case fairly. 

Now this is practically the position of the post-millennial 
theory. This is the sort of world during this age that the post- 
millennialist is looking for. He declares this to be the teaching 
of the Bible, and he believes that the spiritual world to which 
Christ returns will be that of millennial greatness, grandeur and 

glory. 7 

There are those who declare that the Bible does not set forth 
such a period of blessedness, but it can be safely said that the 
vast majority of post-millennialists believe in the millennium 
described by the Bible as do pre-millennialists. The former take 
the ground already stated declaring that Christ will return after 
the millennial period, while the latter declare he will return 
before the millennium, usher it in and set up His kingdom of 
righteousness. 

When we come to study the teachings of the Bible relative to 
our age and its close, if we find that it paints an altogether dif- 
ferent picture from that of the post-millennial theory, we shall 
be compelled to accept that picture as the truth of the Word 
of God. Whether or not this is a pessimistic view of our age 
is not the question. Many people are desperately afraid of that 
word “‘ pessimism,” and they have a feeling of great compla- 
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cency by assuming an optimistic attitude that in thousands of 
instances is void of any significance. 

Having paved the way by these statements we may now pro- 
ceed to discover what the Bible teaches as to the state of the 
world when the age comes to its close and Christ returns to the 
earth. Special emphasis will be laid upon the teachings of our 
Lord and those of the Pauline Epistles. 


The Age Without a Millennium 


The discussion of this point takes us to the Olivet discourse. 
A few days before the crucifixion Jesus was with His disciples 
on the Mount of Olives. The disciples raised the question that 
should be of peculiar interest to every Christian. It was this: 
“What shall be the sign of thy coming and of the end of the 
age?” Matt. 24: 3. 

This was a straightforward question and the answer to it is 
of first importance. Let it be noted, what has already been 
mentioned, that Jesus by no word or hint repressed the interest 
of the disciples in these vital things, but, on the contrary, satis- 
fied them with a remarkable statement concerning the age that 
lay between that moment and His Second Coming. The state- 
ment of Jesus contains three main points that are of special 
interest to our discussion. 


I. World-wide Proclamation of the Gospel 


During this age the Gospel should be preached to all nations 
“as a witness.”’ We have already corrected the wrong interpre- 
tation of this passage which makes it teach world-wide evangel- 
ization. It says nothing of the kind. There is a vast difference 
between a proclamation of the Gospel to all nations and an 
evangelization of all nations. This is amplified by the passage 
in the Acts of the Apostles (15:14) which adds “to take out 
of them a people to his name.’’ 

This, it will be observed, fully supports Christ’s statement 
of proclamation of the Gospel, and absolutely refutes the idea 
of general evangelization by giving a limited number of the 
people of the nations to which the Gospel will be preached. 
This again harmonizes with those passages which speak of “ the 
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fullness of the Gentiles,” or the full number that will be “taken 
out’ and not the whole number of Gentile nations. We shall 
have occasion to refer to this point. 

Thus Christ declared in a general way the spiritual activities 
of the age in giving the extent of the preaching of his Gospel 
as a sign of the end of the age and of his return. 


II. The Age Characterized by Calamities and Conflicts 


This chapter announces that throughout this age nations will 
be in conflict with each other to the end; that wars and rumors 
of wars shall continue during this entire period. There is not a 
word in this chapter to the contrary or that modifies in any par- 
ticular this statement. 

The prophets tell us of the time when all of this will be 
reversed: “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
Isa. 2:4; Mic. 4:3. Thus the time is coming when the instru- 
ments of warfare shall be transformed into instruments of indus- 
try and peace. It will be clear that for that period to fall within 
our present age this statement of the prophets contradicts the 
statement of Christ. Any child would understand that if a cer- 
tain period of time is to be characterized by such human conflicts 
to the end of the period, that during that same time there can- 
not enter in a condition of things that is the very reverse. 

If the millennium should occur during this age how account 
for the fact that Christ omitted the slightest reference to it? It 
is unbelievable that he would ignore this great crowning event 
-and give not the merest hint of the fact that this glorious order 
of things would bring to an end the warfare and misery of which 
He had spoken. 

We not only could not conceive of such an ignoring of these 
gracious conditions, but it places our Lord in the position of stat- 
ing what is not true. For the millennium to occur during this 
age then Christ’s description of the age is a misrepresentation of 
the facts. By no amount of quibbling can this conclusion be 
avoided. If what Jesus declared be true, then there is no place 
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in this age for a millennium, and if during this period the mil- 
lennium takes place then the age as described by Jesus is untrue 
to fact. 

From this it will be seen that those who take the ground that 
this great moment in human history described by the word “ mil- 
lennium ” will fall within this age are faced with a contradiction 
as set forth by the statement of Christ that cannot be explained 
away. 

There is no way of knowing how things will proceed and how 
they will end only as they are revealed to us by the Word of 
God. We know that there will be a time when wars shall cease, 
when the principles of the Gospel of Christ shall be supreme, 
when a universal kingdom of righteousness shall prevail. We 
have this on the authority of God’s own Word. 

We also know by the word of Christ that such a condition of 
things will not occur during this age and prior to His coming. 
Are we going to accept man-made theories that are directly 
opposed to the statements of this Olivet discourse, or are we 
going to accept the teachings of the Son of God? This is the 
issue. 

From the moment that Christ. uttered these prophetic words 
to this moment history has verified this description of the age. 
Have we any reason to suppose it is going to be any different 
for the balance of this period? Let us be careful not to make 
the egregious error of supposing that because Christ declared 
that these things would happen that the declaration required 
them to happen no matter what we might do to the contrary. 
His statement does not create such a condition of things; it 
reports what will be the state of the world. In this regard it 
is the same as any prophetical announcement of a similar nature 
which reports the things that will come to pass but is in no way 
responsible for their occurrence. 


From what Jesus has declared in His outline of this age what 
have we to look forward to? Certainly not to a millennium. 
That is not in the picture. To the close of the age will occur 
such things as have occurred. The race in its worldliness, 
greediness, hatreds, suspicions, sinfulness and conflicts will verify 
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what Christ has spoken just as truly as it has done so to this 
present moment. 

What Christ declared would be true of the preaching of the 
Gospel to the nations has been fulfilled, and what he has said: 
regarding this opposite side of human activities will be fulfilled 
to the letter. 


III. The Age to Head Up in Tribulation 


The climax of an age of war and bloodshed. This portrayal 
of an age-long conflict ends with the statement of the most awful 
time of trouble that our race has ever experienced. We know 
that it is the closing scene of our warring race of this age because 
He says, “ Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall 
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
‘man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory.” Matt. 24:29, 30. 

This is the time that Christ, quoting Daniel, declares shall be 
a time of trouble such as never was and never shall be again 
(Dan. 12:1). The prophet of the Times of the Gentiles sees 
prophetically this same moment to which Jesus now comes in 
His portrayal of the age. Daniel leads up to this crisis by set- 
ing forth the struggles of the nations which come to their con- 
summation in this awful tribulation. At this time he states that 
Michael (Archangel) shall appear for the deliverance of his 
people. Thus we see how Daniel and Christ harmonize in regard 
to this crowning moment. 

It should not require a great amount of argument to show that 
if the age heads up in such a frightful condition that it cannot 
head up in a millennium of spiritual greatness and glory. 

In the course of His description Christ deals with a partic- 
ular historical event that was fulfilled about 37 years afterwards 
—the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. It has been repeatedly 
stated that what is said relative to this great tribulation refers 
to this event. 

There are a few things that never seem to occur to the advo- 
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cates of this interpretation of this passage. The interpretation 
breaks down in that it is not true to fact. Great as were the 
bloodshed and suffering through which Jerusalem passed at the 
hands of the Romans as the facts are furnished us by the his- 
torian, it can scarcely be said that it represents the worst thing 
that ever did or ever could exist. It could never be placed 
alongside the World War for loss of life and all that involved. 
That should be sufficient refutation of that interpretation. For 
this same reason, this coming tribulation will be something worse 
than the war through which we have passed. 

It never seems to occur to advocates of this theory that the 
things that are to accompany this awful moment did not occur 
at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem. Christ declared 
that at this time He shall return and in this answered the ques- 
tion of the disciples that was the occasion of this discourse. 

When we remember the manner in which passages relating 
to Christ’s second coming are interpreted by some, how they 
are twisted and distorted out of their natural sense, we can 
realize how this statement of His coming might mean anything 
with this class of interpreters. 

We have seen these people twist the passage in John’s Gospel 
(14:3), “If I go I will come again,” to signify the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, the coming of the power of the Gospel and 
especially the coming of death. The latter seems to be the 
favorite interpretation of a certain class including many preach- 
ers. Such ridiculous interpretations violate all the common sense 
laws of interpretation. 

If Christ’s second coming is death, what was His first com- 
ing? “If J go J will come again.’”” Who is the “I” in the first 
instance? Who is the “I” in the second? According to this 
“revised ” interpretation the passage should read, “ If I go away, 
Death will come again.” Very sensible, is it not? From such 
a ridiculous rendering of the passage regarding the Second 
Coming we have no right to say that the departure of Christ 
ever occurred. 

The strange thing is, that it is only with the second coming 
that these people play fast and loose with the passages that 
relate to it. They never do that with the Scriptures bearing 
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upon the first coming of Christ. And yet they will tell you 
that they believe in the actual return of Christ. 

Now, the coming of Christ did not occur at the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and Paul tells us that related to His coming are 
two great events—the resurrection of the dead in Christ and 
the translation of living believers (1 Thes. 4: 15-17). No one 
knows of such happenings in A.D. 70. 

Again, John tells us that Christ’s coming will render Satan 
impotent, that he will be bound for a thousand years (Rev. 
20:2). Does history record such an amazing thing as exist- 
ing during the first thousand years of the Christian era? It 
~ certainly could not be conceived of our present time. 

Again, it is in these closing days of the age that the Bible 
sets forth the movement of the Jews back to Palestine. At the 
destruction of Jerusalem they were driven from their country 
and carried off as captives to Rome. It is a simple thing to note 
these facts with which any Bible student should be familiar to 
show the utter absurdity of the interpretation, under criticism. 
The tribulation of which Christ speaks has not yet occurred, 
but when it comes to pass His coming, He tells us, is at hand. 

Once iaore, those who explain this statement regarding Jeru- 
salem in terms of the destruction of that city in A.D. 70, fail 
to see the connection between the events of this section of 
Christ’s discourse. Three things are definitely related—the con- 
ditions in Jerusalem, the tribulation and the Coming of Christ. 
Hence what is said regarding Jerusalem has no reference what- 
ever to its destruction by Titus, but to the operations of Anti- 
Christ, under whom the tribulation tempest bursts forth in Jeru- 
_ salem and the temple which has been rebuilt. 

At this point of our discussion the thing of special importance 
is that the age is to head up in this event of such a disastrous 
nature. By this, as by the other things Christ declared, we 
see what will be the state of the world at the end of the age. 
It discredits the theory repeatedly contended for by post-mil- 
lennial pulpits that our age is to advance in moral and spiritual 
conditions to the point of millennial glory and blessedness. Jesus 
Christ our Divine Teacher taught exactly the reverse. 

In the clearest manner, free from all ambiguity, does the Word 
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of God set forth the coming judgment which shall wholly over- 
turn the present order. Commenting on 2 Tim. 3: 1-9 Professor 
Van Oosterzee says: ‘It is here revealed that the optimistic 
view of the world, which expects but a continued triumph of 
humanism—an advance steadily to a higher freedom, culture and 
dignity in the future—cannot stand before the tribunal of 
Scripture.” 

In like manner, Dr. Thomas Chalmers, the eminent Scottish 
theologian, remarked in his “ Lectures on the Evidences.” “As 
far as we can read into the prophecies of the time before us — 
we feel as if there were to be the arrest of a sudden and 
unlooked-for visitation laid on the ordinary processes of nature 
and history, and that the millennium is to be ushered in in the 
midst of judgments and frightful convulsions which will uproot 
the present fabric of society and shake the framework of its 
machinery to pieces. I look for the conclusive establishment of 
Christianity through a widening passage of desolations of judg- 
ments, with the demolition of our civil and ecclesiastical struc- 
tures.” No student will question the mental ability and pro- 
found theological scholarship of the man behind these stirring 
words. 


CHAPTER III 


THE SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE WoRLD 


Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when his 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that summer is nigh. So likewise ye, 
when ye shall see all these things, know that tt 
is near, even at the doors. [ Matt. 24: 32, 33. ] 


Let us now examine the teachings of the Bible regarding this 
phase of the subject. We have shown that in this discourse 
Christ set forth the way in which our age would proceed through 
conflict and bloodshed which would come to its consummation 
in a time of unparalleled tribulation. We have seen that to 
this moment every declaration has been abundantly fulfilled. 
History verifies His portrayal throughout. 

It now remains for us to discover what the Bible teaches 
regarding the spiritual state of the world at the end of the age. 
We have nothing to do with the opinions of people on this 
subject. We want to know if the Bible has clearly stated the 

ease, and if so, what are the facts. 

We have already shown that the Old Testament prophet has 
given us a picture of the transformed world—a world without 
war, abounding in peace and holiness. And we have noted that 
thus far we have never experienced such a thing and that Christ 
pictured the age as being the reverse to its very end. There- 
fore, that glorious time does not fall within this dispensation in 
which we live. 


The Portrayal of Jesus 

Following His announcements, as we have thus far noted 
them in this Olivet discourse, Jesus proceeds to reveal to the 
disciples the moral and spiritual state of the world at His 
coming. 
I. Conditions of Noah’s Time 

Christ declares that the state of things at His coming will 
resemble that of the days of Noah. “But as the days of Noah 
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were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and 
took them all away, so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be.” Matt. 24: 37-39. 

There could be no object in referring to this time in this con- 
nection unless it was designed to indicate the moral and spiritual 
condition of the world at the time of Christ’s coming. If it be 
said that it signified nothing more than to specify the way in 
which the people would be engaged with the ordinary things of 
life, then why refer to Noah’s time? Why not the time of 
Joshua, Samuel or David? 

There was a particular reason for this specification, and we 
have no right to assume that our Lord simply mentioned that 
period as He might have mentioned any other. He referred to 
that early age because it suited His purpose to do so in setting 
forth the state of the world at the time of His return. 

The days of Noah can mean but one thing in this connection. 
The distinctive fact about that period was the godlessness of 
the time. It had reached such depths of sinfulness as to neces- 
sitate the flood. This is the one thing that is suggested the 
moment you think of Noah and his age. There is nothing else 
regarding it that is made the outstanding fact in the Biblical 
record. 

It is this fact that the disciples would immediately grasp 
since, as just noted, it was the one thing by which the time of 
Noah was characterized. Thus when Christ declares that the 
state of the world at His coming will be like that of the time 
of Noah He meant to convey the fact that the moral and spir- 
itual condition of the world will be of the most depraved nature. 

At that time worldliness will be supreme. Moral and spir- 
itual disintegration will be the dominant fact. The ruling interest 
will be away from God and not toward righteousness. Iniquity 
in its various forms will prevail in an unusual degree as it did 
at the time of the flood. 

Thus we see how, according to our Lord’s statement, the age 
will head up in a great tribulation and in a state of utter godless- 
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ness. There is nothing ambiguous about these announcements. 
They can signify but one thing. To attempt to modify or explain 
away what is most obviously the teaching of this passage is 
worse than quibbling. If this is not the truth that it was the 
purpose of Christ to convey, then He would never have made 
use of Noah’s time in such a connection. 


There was no period of human history that could have been 
used to express the idea of a state of righteousness since sin 
has been the outstanding fact in every period. But no age of 
the world could be used to designate an unusual state of unright- 
eousness of some other age as could that of the time of the 
flood. 

To reverse it, if the time of the flood is used to indicate the 
moral and spiritual state of another time, the only thing that 
can be conceived is that that time will be characterized by 
abounding wickedness. And this is the way in which Jesus 
describes the condition of the world at His return. It is very 
evident that when that crowning event occurs Jesus will not 
find the world in a state of millennial glory and blessedness. 


II. The Parable of the Virgins 


This same general truth is set forth in the following chapter 
(Matt. 25:1-12). Our Lord, under the figure of the coming 
Bridegroom, describes the spiritual indifference and stupor by 
the means of this striking parable. Here is a picture of the 
Church. The time is clearly declared—the Second Coming of 
Christ, or the end of the age. Christ in His advent takes these 
virgins unawares. They were not looking for Him, for they 
were asleep. They are thrown into a state of consternation. 

Is it necessary to ask what would be the emotions of tens 
of thousands of church members if it became a fact that Jesus 
was about to appear? Where would He find them? What 
would they be doing? 

Christ has given a striking picture of five of these virgins, 
one-half of the entire number. The Bridegroom suddenly appears 
and these five virgins are wholly unprepared to meet him. They 
have lamps but they are worthless because they contain no oil. 
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An oilless lamp is no better than no lamp at all as long as the 
cil is not in it. 

By this illustration Christ is representing that spiritual condi- 
tion that is nothing more than a religious formality, maintaining 
certain outward forms but at heart is utterly dead, devoid of 
spiritual life. The Church is full of such members, which no one 
can deny. 

This religious emptiness and superficiality may be interested 
in the social side of church life in various organizations of the 
Church. It may be found holding certain offices which appeals 
to its vanity. There are people in the Church who love the 
Lord’s work who do not love the Lord. 

In whatever way this large class may be identified with the 
Church, as tested by the principles of the Gospel of Christ, 
their Christian profession is a lamp without oil. The one thing 
that renders a lamp of any service they do not possess. They 
know practically nothing of the redemptive power of Christ, 
nothing of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. 

That this conveys the thought of Christ’s parable regarding 
these five virgins no one will dispute, since they were rejected 
by the Bridegroom. It was Christ’s design to teach by this 
illustration a condition of things of an extended nature existing 
in the Church at the time of His coming. There can be no 
doubt as to the application of the parable. 

What we are doing in this section of our study is to discover 
the moral and spiritual state of things at the close of the age 
as taught by the Bible. If you take the opposite view your 
quarrel is not with us but with the Word of God. Be sure 

“that you are Scripturally on the right side of this vital question, 

and not be found setting up some superficial claim that is 
entirely at variance with what your Lord and Saviour has 
specifically taught. 


III. The Parable of the Leaven 


This parable (Matt. 13:33) is of special interest in this 
connection because it is so frequently used to prove the very 
opposite of our position concerning the spiritual condition of 
this age. That is, this leaven which is placed in the meal that 
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leavens the whole lump is declared to be the leaven of the 
Gospel which, during this age, shall redeem and spiritualize the 
whole race. 

It is sometimes said that in support of this interpretation all 

that is necessary is the fact that Christ said “ The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto,’ etc. But it does not seem to occur 
to these interpreters that in the first of these three parables, 
that of the wheat and the tares, He said exactly the same thing: 
“The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed 
good seed in his field. But while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat.” Matt. 13:24. The tares are 
so abundant that Christ declared they should not be extracted for 
fear of uprooting the wheat. 
The question before us is the significance of leaven in the 
_ Bible. That is, does it-signify good or evil? As just noted, in 
connection with this parable it is understood by many in, the 
sense of good. For the sake of argument let us assume that 
this is the sense in which it should be used and is designed to 
convey the idea already expressed—that of world-wide evan- 
gelization. 

It will be readily seen that such an interpretation is a flat 
contradiction of what Christ has taught regarding the state of 
the world at His coming. It is anything but an evangelized world, 
as has been set forth. An age heading up in an unparalleled 
conflict, in a state of worldliness like that of Noah’s time, in a 
great apostasy and Anti-Christ as clearly described by Paul, 
as we shall see, is not an evangelized world if any sense can 
be attached to simple unambiguous language. 

The advocates of this interpretation of leaven find themselves. 
in a position from which they are unable to extricate themselves 
‘inasmuch as they place our Lord in a self-contradictory posi- 
tion. As we shall see, the same is true of the teachings of Paul, 
James, Peter and John. 

When we find these various teachings to be absolutely uniform 
on this point it should be clear to any ordinary reader of the 
Rible that such an interpretation of a single passage is a very 
reckless procedure. If we find that a great system of doctrine 
has been unfolded by our Lord and these apostles that har- 
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monizes throughout, then we should be very careful about plac- 
ing an interpretation upon a passage that is at variance with these 
other teachings. 

This interpretation, under fire, is entirely untrue, unscriptural, 
while this passage supports the other Scriptures referred to. 
If this be true then leaven does not convey the idea of good, 
and this passage does not contain the doctrine of world-wide 
evangelization. 

Every Bible student is aware of the fact that the Jews were 
divinely required to keep leaven out of the bread used for 
sacrificial purposes in which the atonement was represented. 
Leaven, like our yeast, was incipient putrefaction. It was by 
virtue of its presence that sour dough became possible. This was 
a very important requirement in this sacrificial situation. 

We now come to an important principle of interpretation: 
Whenever a word, phrase or passage is explained and uni- 
formly so when used more than once, it follows that when used 
and not explained that it is to be understood in the sense of 
this uniform explanation. If this be not true then there is 
no principle of interpretation upon which we can depend. This 
is so obvious, reasonable and necessary that we cannot believe 
that it would be disputed by any intelligent student of the Bible. 
To do so would be a refutation of the assumption that he was 
an intelligent student of the Bible. 

To apply this principle, there are three passages in the New 
Testament in which the word leaven is explained and in each 
instance is given the same sense or interpretation. Jesus said, 
“Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees,” Matt. 16:6. Can there be any uncertainty as 
to the meaning and significance of the word in this passage? 

Let us, in this use of the word, attach to it the idea of good 
as is done by many in the interpretation of the word in the 
parable. The passage would then read, “ Beware of the right- 
eousness, the Gospel-filled life of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
It is only necessary to give the word this sense in this passage 
to show the absurdity of doing so. 

Another passage which explains the sense of the word is that 
in the Epistle to the Galatians (5:9). ‘A little leaven leaveneth 
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the whole lump.” It will be noticed that Paul’s statement is 
almost a quotation of the passage in the parable under consid- 
eration. This of itself would indicate that Christ and Paul 
used the word in the same sense. 

Paul is setting before this church evil in practice and doctrine 
and declares that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. There 
can be no question as to the meaning of the word in this con- 
nection. 

In reproving the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 5:6) Paul says, 
“Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump?” These are the three instances in 
which the word is used and explained and it follows that in any 
other instance in which it is used and not explained it should 
be understood in the sense in which it is uniformly explained. 

In the Old Testament, in vital spiritual relations, those things 
having a redemptive significance, leaven was not permitted to 
be used. In the three passages in the New Testament in which 
its sense is absolutely clear it denotes evil and not good. Hence 
by a true law of interpretation there is no justification of the 
opposite sense applied to the word in the parable. 

When we add to this, what has already been noted, the fact 
that such teaching of world-wide evangelization would be strictly 
contradictory to the other teachings of Christ regarding this age, 
we can easily see why the word in the parable can have no 
such significance as is often ascribed to it. 

By these various sets of passages Christ has emphatically 
announced the spiritual state of the age to the time of its con- 
summation. It now remains for us to see whether in other 
portions of the New Testament Christ’s doctrine is supported 
or rejected. 

The Close of the Age as Taught by Paul 

We now come to consider the teachings of the great Apostle 
to the Gentiles relative to the state of the world at the close 
of the age. 

In the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians Paul states dis- 
tinctly that Christ’s coming will be preceded by two things. 
He had comforted this church by showing them in his first 
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letter that friends and loved ones, believers in Christ, who — 
had passed away would participate in the glory of Christ’s com- — 
ing by being resurrected at that time and in joining the great 
company who would be translated. 

The second letter indicates that a letter had come to this 
church purporting to have come from Paul declaring that this 
great event was near (2 Thes. 2:2). In his second letter he 
warned them against accepting such forgeries and then spoke 
directly to the point of the conditions under which the coming 
of the Lord would take place. 


I. The Great Apostasy 


He states that the Second Coming will be preceded by a great 
apostasy: “‘ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 
day shall not come except there come a falling away first,” 2 
Thes. 2:3. The Authorized Version uses the expression “ falling 
away’ which signifies apostasy as indicated by the Greek word. 

The sense is clear. Paul declares that the age will end in a 
great apostasy, and that forever makes it impossible for it to 
close in a state of millennial glory. It must be evident upon 
the slightest attention to the fact, that if this age is to head up 
in an apostasy that it cannot culminate in the millennium and 
therefore the coming of Christ cannot, in the nature of the case, 
be post-millennial. 

In this connection the apostle makes a statement having pro- 
found significance: ‘‘ And now ye know what withholdeth that 
he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he 
be taken out of the way.” 2 Thes. 2:6,7. And when this “he” 
is taken out of the way, what then? ‘And then shall that 
Wicked be revealed.” 

It is thought by some that Paul is referring to the translation 
of the Church as being taken out of the way. Others hold 
that the “he” refers to the Holy Spirit and as departing from 
the Church, as Church, but not from individual Christians. 

Whichever may be the true sense of the passage, whether the 
taking of the Church or the departure of the Holy Spirit, it 
clearly indicates the spiritual state of the time. It is under such 
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conditions that the Man of Sin is revealed as the agent of Satan. 

This is the instruction Paul gave the Thessalonians and it 
harmonizes perfectly with the teachings of Christ. It is in full 
agreement with the announcement that the age will close in a 
great tribulation, that the moral and spiritual condition of the 
world will be like the wicked age of Noah, and that a great 
portion of the Church will have lamps containing no oil, a 
mere outward form of religion but devoid of spiritual life. 

Thus far the teachings of Paul in no sense conflict with those 
of Christ, but are in full agreement with them. They forever 
dispel the illusion that the age is to get better and better and end 
in a millennial state. The Bible contains no such instruction and 
this post-millennial theory breaks down the moment the light 
of the Word of God is turned upon it. 


II. The Character, Work and End of Anti-Christ 


The second thing that Paul said to the Thessalonians is that 
at the end of the age Anti-Christ, the masterpiece of Satan, will 
be executing his operations in the most diabolical manner. 

Paul describes this person as the man of sin, the Wicked one, 
the son of perdition, denying the being of God and his supreme 
presumption in setting himself up as God. He then says, “ And 
then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the spirit of His mouth and destroy with the bright- 
ness of His coming” (2 Thes. 2: 3-9). 

In a more specific way John sets forth his relation to Satan, 
the devil’s agent in carrying out his satanic designs. Daniel 
shows (9:27) that he will break the covenant with the Jews 
in the middle of the Seventieth Week, the last of the Seventy 
Weeks (weeks of years) which is separated from the Sixty-nine 
Weeks by the centuries that intervene between the crucifixion 
of Christ and the time of His Second Coming. 

There have been many mistaken ideas regarding Anti-Christ. 
It is necessary that we clearly understand two things: that as set 
forth in the Bible, he is in every sense of the word a person, 
and that he will appear in this closing period of the age. 

From Paul’s description we are given to understand the nature 
of his diabolical activities in his conduct of affairs. And these 
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will continue until the very end because the Lord will destroy 
Anti-Christ with the brightness of His coming. This is Paul’s 
statement to the Thessalonians. John also sets forth in the same 
way the destruction of this “ man of sin” (Rev. 19: 19, 20). 

What these things prove is that the age is to head up in 
Anti-Christ, who is to be directly related to the great tribulation 
set forth by Christ. This will be the state of the world at the 
close of this age which forever destroys the notion that when 
Christ comes He will find a world in a blessed millennial con- 
dition. What He will find will be a world under the most satanic 
operations of this ‘son of perdition.” Since Anti-Christ will 
be pre-millennial and is destroyed by Christ at His coming, it 
must be evident to any person of average intelligence that Christ’s 
coming cannot be post-millennial. 

According to this great apostle the age will close with the 
“ falling away,” the great apostasy, a carnival of unrighteousness 
and the most awful forms of wickedness under the rule of 
Anti-Christ. John tells us that at that time many who will refuse 
to do religious homage to this “ Beast” of the Book of Revela- 
tion will be beheaded (Rev. 20: 4). 

Thus far we have noted the teachings of Christ and of Paul 
regarding the state of the world at the close of the age. If Christ 
had taught the post-millennial theory he would have been in 
direct conflict with the teachings of Paul. If Paul had taught 
that doctrine he would have been in irreconcilable conflict with 
the teachings of Jesus. But the reverse is true. Christ and 
Paul are in perfect agreement and both are directly opposed to 
man-made notions regarding these things. 

It will be readily seen the bearing of this upon our inquiry 
—“Are We Approaching the End of the Age?” If, out of the 
crime and chaos of the ages, and of the present, we were to 
look for the millennium under the conditions always dominant, 
the question must be answered in the negative. 

If, after nearly two thousand years of the preaching and 
spread of the Gospel, we find the world in its present-day condi- 
tion, no one would hazard the opinion that we were near the 
end of the age if the end of the age signified the end of the 
time of millennial blessedness. And that is what it does mean 


Tae COMING CRISES 37 


according to the doctrine of those who declare that Christ will 
come at the close of that great period of peace and universal 
righteousness. 

If it were necessary to add to what has been said by Paul, 
note what he says regarding the last days which he declares 
will be “perilous times.” He then gives a description of the 
conditions of that time, a time of abounding sinfulness (2 Tim. 


3: 1-6). 
The Close of the Age as Taught by James 


We must keep in mind that the Bible portrays in the most 
glowing terms a period when a state of things will prevail that 
answers to the generally accepted significance of the word “ Mil- 
lennium.”’ Peace will be established and be universal. The 
world will be evangelized. God will reign supremely in the 
hearts of men. The world will be restored to its Edenic state. 

It is not difficult to show that this is an established doctrine 
of the Bible. The fact that it may be rejected or explained away 
by a few people does not disturb the doctrine in the least. 
The fact remains that the great body of post-millennialists who 
believe that the Bible is the Word of God, and not simply con- 
tains the Word of God, accept this doctrine of the millennium. 

On the other hand, we have seen how that Christ and Paul 
distinctly teach that during this age no such conditions will 
exist, but, on the contrary, the age will end in awful devastation, 
unrighteousness, apostasy and the operations of the masterpiece 
of Satan. It then must be evident that the glorious conditions 
described by the Bible must belong to a time following the age 
in which we are now living, and will be brought about by the 
‘operation of Divine forces in a manner not peculiar to our time. 
In all of this we have suggested a reason why Christ should 
return to earth. 

Let us now consider whether James in his Epistle supports 
the teachings of Christ and of Paul. The expressions “ last 
times” and “last days ” signify but one thing. They mean just 
what the words would imply to anyone who is not forced by 
his own notions to change the sense and attempt to show that 
they mean something else or nothing at all. 
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Now what does James declare will be the state of things in 
the “last days’? We are at once reminded of the great trib- 
ulation set forth by our Lord which is the consummation of 
an age-long conflict of the nations, an age of disasters. In his 
statement we see looming up the great apostasy and the advent 
of the son of perdition of the teachings of Paul. 

James now proceeds to set forth in detail the things that 
will characterize these last days. It will be a time of heaping 
up great riches that, however, will create trouble for the rich. 
He pictures greed, the getting of wealth, tyranny, injustice and 
crime. (Jas. 5: 1-8.) 

It may be said, that has always been true of the world; that 
description would fit any period of time. Grant it. Unregen- 
erate human nature is always the same. But those who insist that 
our age will close in millennial glory must have a different con- 
dition of things from what has always been true, and different 
from that described by James. 

What the writer of this Epistle is showing is that what has 
been true all through the age is true of the end of the age in 
an aggravated form. If it does not mean that it means nothing. 
The question is, what does the Bible declare will be the state 
of the age at its close? Does it justify the idea that it will be 
a millennial state of things? Christ says, no; Paul says, no; 
James says, no. 

These three are in perfect agreement in teaching that the 
reverse will be true. It is not a question whether the world at 
that time will be so much worse than any other part of the age, 
or any other age. The claim of post-millennialists is that the 
millennium will occur during this age in which case it must 
be radically different from previous ages. But we find in our 
study of the Bible that such blessedness will not characterize 
this age in any sense and that at the close will be a time of awful 
disintegration, apostasy, crime and in every respect a perilous 
time. 

Thus we have added to the teachings of Christ and of Paul 
those of James. Each presents the matter from different angles, 
but the general truth is the same. They support and supplement 
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each other in teaching the same truth from different points of 
_ view. 


The Close of the Age as Taught by Peter 


Has Peter made any statement that is descriptive of the age 
at its close? He was one of the apostles who was with Jesus 
on Olivet when He gave them that picture of the age extending 
from that moment to His return to the earth. It may have 
been Peter who asked Jesus the question that was the occasion 
of this discourse. He was impulsive and a leader: among the 
Twelve. At different times it was Peter who took the initiative, 
and it would be quite in keeping with these instances and the 
characteristics of the man to propound the question as to the 
end of the age and the signs attending the coming of his Lord. 

In any case, we know that he was present and listened to that 
great discourse. It would be a strange thing if anything Peter 
would say on this subject would be wholly out of line with the 
instructions he received that day on the Mount of Olives. 

We are noting one striking passage in which Peter gives us 
a picture of the last times: ‘‘ Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, where is the promise of His coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation.” (2 Pet. 3:3, 4.) 

Here is something quite different from what the others have 
said. It deals with the attitude of a class of people to the return 
of our Lord. We can easily understand how this would express 
the position of those people represented by the five virgins with- 
out oil in their lamps. Committed to worldliness and indifferent 
to the claims of holy things, what interest would they have in 
“the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ”? 

Peter characterizes this class as scoffers, They are that at 
least in this connection, that they scoff at the idea of the coming 
of Christ. This scene is laid in the last days. These scoffers 
declare that there is no reason for supposing that that time is 
near because there are no special indications of the fact. That 
is, the world proceeds just as it always has; nothing of a startling 
nature exists, the commonplace prevails. 
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The character of these scoffers is an important point—walking 
about in their own lusts. What interest would that class of 
people have in the coming of Christ? No more than they 
have in Christ Himself, His salvation and His character as exem- 
plified in them. What these scoffers are doing is satisfying 
themselves that there is no danger of Christ’s return in their 
day. His coming is the last thing on earth they want to happen. 
They are doing all in their power to put their minds at ease 
cn that point. Indulging their lusts, their attitude is, one world 
at a time and the present life is good enough for us. 

If by any means it became a certain fact to these scoffers 
that Christ’s coming was at hand they would be thrown into a 
panic. They said, “ Where is the promise of His coming’’? 
Let something occur that would be an indisputable sign and 
their confusion would be that of the foolish virgins without oil, 
unable to meet the Bridegroom. 

There are plenty of people in this day raising the scoffer’s 
question who no more want the Christ to come than did the 
scoffers of whom Peter speaks. In fact, they are the people 
Peter is describing. 

The important thing at this stage of our study is the fact 
that Peter has clearly indicated the state of life at the time of 
the end. This attitude is not representative of a millennial order, 
but wholly the contrary. There is absolutely nothing in this 
statement to show that the moral and spiritual conditions at 
that time will be any better than they are today, and no one 
would be so foolish as to declare that we are now in the mil- 
lennium, or that such has been true of any period of our age. 

On the other hand, what Peter described is incompatible with 
that glorious state of the world as set forth by the prophets and 
supported by John in one vital passage in Revelation. Thus far, 
all that has been said by the New Testament is in perfect agree- 
ment. What Christ has declared has been abundantly supported 
by Paul, James and Peter. 


The Close of the Age as Taught by John 


In dealing with this question one of the most important books 
of the Bible is that of Revelation. Many people feel that this 
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book is shrouded in mystery and that we are not supposed to 
know what it is talking about. This is an ignorant attitude. 
The general teaching of this book is very clear. It is just what 
the title indicates—Revelation—whereas, if it were the sort of 
thing that many people think it is, the more appropriate title 
would be Darkness or Mystery or something that would indi- 
cate our inability to understand the contents of this book. 

What then does John in this book have to say about the state 
of the world when Christ comes? In the graphic descriptions 
given do we find anything approaching a millennium? Even a 
superficial reading of the book would be sufficient to show that 
this question must be answered in the negative. 


I. Satan and His Masterpiece Active When Christ Comes 

As we have seen, Paul states this same truth. Anti-Christ is 
engaged in a carnival of Satan’s activities when the Lord appears, 
whose coming is the destruction of this monster. In a striking 
manner John portrays the operations of Satan and the Beast. 
He pictures the awful state of apostasy and the gathering of 
the nations for their Armageddon. 

Is there anything in all of this to suggest a millennial order? 
Does this harmonize with the prophet’s picture of the renewed 
earth, the universal spread of righteousness, the kingdom of 
Christ set up and filling the whole world? 


II. The Binding of Satan 

John declares that Satan, who is extremely active when Christ 
comes, is bound for the whole of this period of one thousand 
years, or what is called the millennium. “And He laid hold 
on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years. And cast him into the bottom- 
less pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled.”: Rev. 20: 2, 3. 

Hence, if Christ’s coming is to be post-millennial, then how 
can Satan be bound by Christ at His coming at the beginning 
of this period? It is then that the millennium begins and not 
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when it ends. This Satan who is rendered impotent by Christ 
has been mightily operative in every age of the world until this 
moment. Is it not now clear why Christ in the Olivet discourse 
in giving the outline of this age could not put in it a millennium 
but the contrary, since Satan is to exercise his power during 
this whole period and will be subject to the power of Christ only 
at the time of His coming? 

It is John who explains this phase of the matter. How easy 
jt would have been for the teachings of Christ and of John 
on this point to be absolutely at variance if Christ had put in 
His outline of the age a period of a thousand years during which 
time Satan would be bound, while John showed that it was at 
the coming of Christ that Satan’s power would be cut short. 

In this same general statement John supports Paul by describ- 
ing the destruction of the Beast, Anti-Christ, at this time. 

Instead of finding a millennium in progress at His coming 
Christ will find the world under the domination of these Satanic 
forces, Satan and Anti-Christ at the height of their power. How 
anyone, reading the Bible with any degree of intelligence and 
combining what is set forth by Christ, Paul, James, Peter and 
John on this point of the spiritual state of the age at its close, 
can declare that the world is to become better and better until 
it issues in that state of glory called the millennium, is beyond 
comprehension. There is not one word in the Bible in support 
of this notion. It is absolutely unscriptural. 

It is at this time Christ sits in judgment upon Satan and Anti- 
Christ and the living nations. As stated by Matthew (25: 31, 32) 
Christ passes judgment upon the living nations. They are classi- 
fied as sheep and goats. But why such distinction if when 
Christ comes He finds the world living under millennial condi- 
tions? From what we have said, this question answers itself. 
Many people would call this judgment the “ general judgment” 
when there is no such a judgment taught by the Scriptures. 
There are four judgments set forth in the Bible. A little reflec- 
tion will show the difference between this judgment of the liv- 
ing nations and the judgment of the Great White Throne when 
the unrighteous dead are raised to life to be judged. 
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III. Reigning With Christ 


The living Church, as we have seen, is caught up with the 
resurrected anes to meet Christ in the air in the initial stage of 
His second coming. In that connection Paul says, “And so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” From that point Christ descends 
to the earth. Since we are to be forever with the Lord we 
will be with him in His coming, While this is clear enough, 
we have the actual Scriptures for this fact: “To the end He 
may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all His saints.” 1 Thes. 3:13. “And the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with Thee.” Zech. 14:5. 


And we are to reign with Him for a thousand years: ‘“ And 
I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” Rev. 20:4,6. Paul 
declares, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.” 2 Tim. 
2:12. Daniel describing this same time says, ‘“‘ But the saints 
of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the king- 
dom forever.” Dan. 7:18. 

These are statements of fact to be understood literally. Tihe 
people of Christ shall return with Him and participate in His 
kingly glory. This is one of the most precious truths of the 
Bible. Those who by death pass from this life, and those who 
leave the world by translation, are not through with the earth. 
They shall reign with Christ for a thousand years, which we 
have on the authority of the Word of God. 

If it be said that reigning with Christ signifies reigning with 
Him in the spiritual sense just as we now share the glory of 
His spiritual power in the world, then why the specification of 
one thousand years? We are given other facts regarding this 
same period. The time element is a literal fact and there is no 
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reason for spiritualizing it, or making it mean something else than 
what the words actually indicate. It is this vicious system of 
spiritualizing many plain statements of fact, for which there is 
not a particle of reason, that has worked all manner of confu- 
sion and has destroyed the sense those passages were designed 
to convey. 

Thus John states distinctly: 

a. That Christ at His coming will find Satan and his forces 
in a state of great activity in bringing moral and spiritual ruin 
upon the earth. 

b. That Christ will bring this to an end by destroying the 
“ Beast ” and consigning Satan to the pit, binding him and ren- 
dering him impotent for a thousand years. 

ce. That the Church will reign with him during this millen- 
nial period. 


CHAPTER IV 
THE Wor Lp oF Topay 


THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL 


For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, that blindness in part 
is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. [Rom. I1: 25.] 


WE HAVE endeavored to show from the Word of God what 
will be the moral and spiritual condition of the world when Christ 
comes, It was indispensable that we do this in order that the 
question be answered—Are We Approaching the End of the 
Age ? If Christ’s coming be delayed until after the millennium, 
and we have not yet entered upon that period, it will be evident 
that the close of the age is at least a thousand years away. 

Post-Millennialists realizing the difficulty they encounter at 
this point, manufacture various theories concerning the millen- 
nium and Christ’s return. Some go so far as to declare that the 
Bible does not teach a doctrine of the millennium, that is, the 
Spiritual conditions signified by this word. Others fix up a mil- 

lennium to suit their ideas that would be practically the state of 

things that can be found in the world of today. It is said by 
others that Christ’s Coming is not in any way to be associated 
with a millennium. And lastly, there are those who have so 
confused the Coming of Christ with other things as to destroy 
the idea of a literal coming of Christ. 

It is not strange that these classes of interpreters have so 
mussed and mixed these things. Their theories are so abso- 
lutely unscriptural that they are under the necessity of manufac- 
turing all sorts of things in order to invest their notions with 
some sort of consistency. 

That the Bible does not teach the doctrine of a period of world- 
wide establishment of the kingdom of Christ, of universal peace 
and righteousness, the glory of Christ’s covering the earth as the 
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waters cover the sea, is a presumptuous denial of the Word of 
God. It is not necessary to say more. It is for us to decide 
whether we will stand with the Bible or with those who reject 
the plain teachings of the Bible because they have a theory to 
sustain at all hazards. 

The notion that the millennial period will be a mixed affair of 
tares and wheat, such as the world of today represents, is really 
no better and no other than the denial of the doctrine of a mil- 
lennial period. 

The statement by some that the coming of Christ is in no way 
to be associated with the millennium one way or the other is not 

‘only unscriptural, but is ridiculous. Admitting the fact of the 
‘millennium, as these persons do, the slightest amount of reflection 
will show that His coming must occur either before that time, 
in the midst of it or after that time. 

That the Bible does not teach by the clearest and simplest 
statements the actual, personal, literal coming of Christ is noth- 
ing but a flagrant denial of the most obvious teachings of the Old 
Testament, of Christ Himself and the writers of the New Testa- 
ment. 

We have shown distinctly that the state of the world when 
Christ comes will be that of great conflict and tribulation; that 
Satan and Anti-Christ will be carrying their diabolical activities 
with a high hand; that these will be perilous times of wide-spread 
wickedness and spiritual disintegration; that at this time lustful 
scoffers will be going about sneering at the idea of the coming 
of the Lord. 

It was of the first importance that we understand clearly what 
the Bible teaches regarding the close of the age. When this 
question was asked Christ by the disciples it was supremely es- 
sential that we note carefully His description of the age and what 
He would say would be the state of the world when He came. 
It was just as necessary that we understand whether the writers 
of the New Testament were in agreement with His teachings. 

From what has been set forth there is but one position to take. 
This much then is clear. The age will head up in conflict and dis- 
aster, in the reign of Anti-Christ, the son of perdition, in gross 
wickedness, in the most damnable operations of Satan. 
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It now remains for us to look at the world of our day to see 
in what measure it corresponds with the end of the age as de- 
scribed by the Bible. In this way we may be able to say whether 
we are approaching the end of the age. 


The Missionaries of the Cross 


Jesus told the disciples that this Gospel of the kingdom would 
be preached to all nations as a witness. After His resurrection 
He commissioned the Church to go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel. In the Acts of the Apostles (15:14) Christ’s decla- 
ration is repeated with the additional statement that this preach- 
ing of the Gospel would result in taking out of the nations “ a peo- 
ple to His name.” 

Paul uses like terms in saying that blindness in part hath hap- 
pened to Isreal until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
The fulness of the Gentiles does not signify the whole of the Gen- 
tile world, but that full number in the sense of a specific number. 
It is the same as those who are “taken out ” of the nations just 
noted. It is in line with Christ’s parable of the drag-net, the 
fulness of the net, but not the fulness of the sea. 

We had occasion at an earlier point of this discussion, to cor- 
rect the mistaken interpretation of the preaching of the Gospel 
to all nations. We know that the passage signifies world-wide 
proclamation of the Gospel and cannot mean world-wide evan- 
gelization for the reason that our Lord comes to the world when 
it is in an altogether different state. 

What is of great interest to us is whether we are living in the 
fulfillment of Christ’s statement regarding the preaching of the 
Gospel to all nations. What we can positively say is that there 
is not a nation to which the Gospel has not come. During “ this 
' present evil age ” this has been accomplished. 

What will constitute the “ full number ” to be taken out “as a 
people to His name”’ we do not know. But if there were nations 
to which the Gospel had never come it would be very evident that 
this condition of world-wide proclamation had not yet been met. 

Christ, therefore, gave His disciples an important “ sign” as 
to the end of the age and of His coming again. This passage has 
stood out prominently in the minds of many believers during this 
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period of the world of missionary activity. Each nation opened 
to the Gospel with souls won to Christ contributed to the fulfill- 
ment of our Lord’s word and brought that much nearer His re- 
turn to the earth. And thus, nation by nation, the Scripture has 
been fulfilled since to every nation the Gospel has been preached. 
What will constitute the ‘“ fulness of the Gentiles ” can be known 
by God alone, but to the world of nations the Gospel has been 
preached. 


The Church and the World 


Thus we see the two great world-movements set forth by our 
Lord in this Olivet discourse. During this age the Church, from 
its Pentecostal beginning, grows and spreads. It passed through 
its fiery trial of Roman persecution. Every attempt was made 
by Paganism to exterminate it, but instead of succeeding, Chris- 
tianity became the religion of the Roman State. 

It passed through the Middle Ages and then came the Refor- 
mation. With the open Bible the Great Commission of the Master 
sounded clear and loud and the missionary movement began— 
the preaching of the Gospel to all nations. 

While, from century to century, the Church proceeded to carry 
out its divine mission the world followed its course along the lines 
of fallen sinful humanity. Strife and war, greed and ambition, 
sin and selfishness, the rise and fall of empires, intellectual and 
political development have marked its career. 

Jesus stated that the Church would carry the Gospel to every 
nation until the “ fulness of the Gentiles’ be accomplished and 
then would come the end; that the world would pass through 
continuous warfare, that unrighteousness would increase and 
prevail and at last head up in a time of unparalleled trouble under 
the power of Satan and Anti-Christ, and then the end would 
come. 

During these ages of spiritual and sinful activity there would 
be gathered out of the world the full number that will constitute 
the “body of Christ.” Then will come a “ falling away” an 
apostasy, moral and spiritual disintegration, and the crisis will be 
reached. 


CHAPTER V 
A WARRING WorRLD TALKING PEACE 


Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth. [Lu. 2r: 26.] 


WE RECALL the words of Christ portraying the age of wars, 
and rumors of wars, and nation rising against nation. We run 
down the pages of history to see how completely this prophecy 
of the Divine Christ has been fulfilled. 
~ When he spoke these words the Roman Empire had been in 
existence for less than a century, having passed through the 
Kingdom period and the period of the Republic. As set forth 
by Daniel’s image of the Historical Man the world was in its 
fourth great stage. These stages of Gentilism began with the 
New Babylonian Empire. Over six centuries have passed away 
and during this time three of the Four Great Empires have held 
sway and fallen. From the moment when Christ spoke these 
words of such historical import there stretch away four hundred 
_years of the Roman Empire. 

The student of history can call to mind how that period was 
characterized by wars and conflicts. Thirty years after Jesus 
spoke these words, began the awful persecution of His Church 
by this empire, which was to continue for centuries. 

We see the figure of Daniel’s image filling out in the legs of 
iron, the Western and Eastern Roman Empire. The Gospel dur- 
ing this Post-Apostolic time had made great headway and finally 
Christianity captured Rome and became the religion of the State. 

From this time on we have the two great currents set forth 
by the discourse of Christ—the spiritual current in the progress 
of Christianity, and the world current in the rise and activities of 
nations. In connection with the latter, the one outstanding fact 
is that of war. The tramp of armies, the clashing of swords, 
bloodshed and devastation are incessant. 

This order of things, paralleled by the spread of the Gospel, 
continue through mediaeval and modern times and then the 
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world began to talk peace. Many readers will recall the Hague 
Peace Conference of about thirty years ago. The Bible declared 


“ They will cry peace, peace, but there will be no peace.” These © 


words do not create or necessitate war; they simply report 
prophetically what will exist. In the divine prophetic vision of 


se 


if 
—_— | 


our Lord is an age-long conflict of the nations in the midst of . 
which would come this call for peace. But He saw that instead _ 


of being achieved the world would continue to fight out its issues. 

It brings us to our own time. If anyone believed that war 
was a thing of the past, a worn out method of settling disputes 
and that we had reached that point in our modern civilization 
in which our troubles would be settled by arbitration, He was 
sadly disillusioned in 1914. 

A war which took on the propositions of a world war shook 
the world to its very center. In the midst of peace sentiment, a 
conflict such as the world had never known has all but shattered 
our civilization. Everything that science could offer was called 
into use to add terror, destruction and untold suffering to a war- 
cursed world. Such was the loss in life and treasure that the 
nations were stunned and staggered, 

Not only was it the most frightful thing the world has ever 
known, but it was a conflict between so-called Christian nations— 
Christian Germany, Christian France, Christian Italy, Christian 
Britain, Christian America and others. The men who believed 
in the same God, followed the same Christ, faced each other with 
the most awful forms of destruction. 

After twenty centuries of Christianity, and in this day of our 
boasted Christian civilization, the world was torn by the madness 
and fury of war such as could have been done only by highly 
civilized, intellectual peoples. Is it strange that skeptics made a 
point of all this in talking about the break-down of Christianity? 
Would it be strange for pagan nations looking upon this spectacle 
of strife and hatred to wonder what good it was for these na- 
tions to have a common religion, and that religion Christianity? 

So fierce and far-spreading was this World War that many 
people, believers and unbelievers, raised the question whether it 
was the Armageddon of the book of Revelation. They knew 
that there is portrayed the final conflict and it seemed to them 
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that this war filled out the picture completely. They could con- 
ceive of nothing worse and this looked like the consummation of 
an age-long warfare. 

We say, well, the war is over. But is it over? The fighting 
has ceased but what is the result? The world is trying desperate- 
ly to right itself. The nations do not love one another any more 
than before the war. New seeds of hatred and suspicion have 
been sown and human nature is the same as it has ever been. 

Since the armistice there has been almost constantly some sort 
of a war going on. For the last eight years we have been talking 
peace, peace. The nations are trying to establish a League of 
Nations so as to prevent the recurrence of war. We are trying 

to safeguard the world against another such war and to make 
war such an antiquated thing, and so utterly contrary to the in- 
telligence and ideals of our twentieth century civilization, to ren- 
der war an absolute impossibility. 

We know the kind of time the League of Nations is having, 
and every intelligent man knows how effective it would be if 
some provocation cast the nations into the confusion of war. 

Not a great while ago one of the leading statesmen of Great 
Britain declared that unless conditions became stabilized, in less 
than ten years there would be another war worse than the last. 
And every statesman knows that that was no idle talk. The fact 
remains, that at this this moment there is no sense of security. 
Existing conditions do not justify the idea that we are safe from 
another war, or for any length of time. These are not the senti- 
ments of an alarmist; they are simply cold facts. Our tendency 
as a nation is to take a superficial, optimistic view and to push 
aside things of a disturbing nature with a wave of the hand. But 
they do not push aside and we are sooner or later brought face 

to face with stern realities that will not down, and be caught 
unprepared. 

In Europe there is an alarming amount of disintegration. It 
is under such conditions, before nations right themselves, that the 
greatest danger exists. It is not difficult to conceive of the World 
War and its consequences being the precursor of Armageddon. 

The one thought uppermost in certain parts of the world today 
is that of peace. It is our one big world problem. Governments 
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have changed and are still changing. Uncertainty is in the air. 
An unsettledness has gripped the world and in the midst of this ~ 
changing order, fearful of possibilities, we are crying peace, 
peace. But notwithstanding the need of this there stands at the 
opening of the Christian age the man Christ Jesus viewing 
prophetically these moments in which we are now living. We 
hear him saying, “ There shall be wars and rumors of wars.” 
Not until the Prince of Peace comes to inaugurate his kingdom 
of peace and righteousness that will fill the whole earth will the 
implements of warfare be transformed into implements of peace 
and industry. 

Recall what has been said regarding the teachings of the Bible 
relative to the age and the state of the age at its close. Do the 
scenes through which we have passed and from which we have 
not yet recovered ourselves bear any likeness to what Christ and 
the others portrayed? The world of today is not only in keeping 
with what Christ declared would be the character of the age as 
far as war and bloodshed are concerned, but at this late day we 
have exceeded all previous horrors of the past in the monumental 
destruction of human life and treasure. 


Let us place Christ, in this Olivet discourse, in the position 
of a modern post-millennialist. That is, we will have him describe 
our age as a post-millennialist. It would run something like this: 

“ This age will pass through its preliminary stages and the na- 
tions will struggle for their existence and supremacy. Hatred, 
fears and suspicions shall create strifes. But there will be a 
constant betterment of the world. Education and a growing in- 
telligence shall alter the attitudes of the world. The brotherhood 
of man will eliminate animosities ; the world will become altruistic. 
The foolishness, the crudity of war will render it disgusting. Re- 
ligion backed by intelligence will bring universal peace and good 
will. 

“ Religiously the world will grow better and better. Unself- 
ishness and love shall supplant greed and hatred. Culture and 
refinement shall combine with the Christian religion to make the 
world holy and bring in universal righteousness. God will be 
enthroned in the hearts of all men, vice will be suppressed and 
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the knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea.” 

Compare this with the portrait he has given us of our age. 
Compare it with Paul’s statement of the close of the age under 
the power of Anti-Christ. Compare it with the picture of James 
and that of John, the picture of the Armageddon upon which 
Jesus will descend with all of his saints. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said and preached regard- 
ing this age getting constantly better, the cessation of war and 
the growing brotherhood of man, the fact remains that in this 
most enlightened age of the world we have fought and torn 
each other to pieces in the bloodiest war of history. There is 
as much international hatred, greed and suspicion as there ever 
was. At this late day nations are tottering, and right now the 
hearts of men are failing them for fear of the things coming 
upon the earth (Luke 21: 26). 


CHAPTER VI 


Tur MoraAL AND EcoNoMIC STATE OF THE WORLD 


In the last days perilous times shall come. For 
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covet- 
ous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural af- 
fection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good. [2 Tim. 
ones 


What Christ. said regarding strife throughout the age has 
been abundantly fulfilled to this present moment. Why should 
we imagine that it would be otherwise? Why should we prac- 
tically disbelieve his statements regarding the moral conditions 
at the time of His coming and fix up a moral world of our own 
to suit our optimistic fancies? 

What immoral condition has mankind ever exhibited that is not 
sufficiently in evidence today? Are men any less selfish, less 
lovers of themselves? Are they any less committed to lust and 
passions of the flesh? Is there any more actual virtue that is 


not a mode of life under the restraint of social conditions and ~ 


the law? 

To be as good as ancient Rome we must be many times bet- 
ter, for we have had two thousand years of Christian enlighten- 
ment. At the very heart of an unregenerate world are we any 
better? Are men less downright sinful because they are living 
in the twentieth century? 

At this moment Europe is wondering what will be the nature of 
her reconstruction, if there will be such. She does not know 
whether the next step will place her feet on solid ground or 
sink her in the mire of another overwhelming disaster. 

At this moment we in America are wondering where the crime 
wave, that is still sweeping over the country, will end. There 
is no country in the world where human life is so cheap. The 
city of Chicago alone outranks the whole of Great Britain in 
murder many times over. 
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Graft, political corruption, robbery, social vices are rampant. 
The headlines of the daily papers are enough. Each issue gives 
the history of yesterday’s abounding crimes. Nothing surprises 
us any more. We wake up each morning to read of some new 
colossal scandal. It might have to do with heads of institutions 
directly related to the law. It might concern the highest offices 
in the land or the great financial and business establishments 
of the country. It is so vile, so shameless and so general that 
nothing surprises us any more. 

Europe may burst apart in a blaze of war, but rich, crim- 
inal America is allowing vice to eat away her life at the very 


-roots. Disintegration of the most deadly order has set in and 


is making tremendous headway. What do we care about the 
fact that prohibition is, and for some time has been, the law of 
the land. What did a prominent criminal lawyer of Chicago, 
who is supposed to stand for the dignity and integrity of the 
law, care about the prohibition law, when at a banquet he openly 
and shamelessly declared, “Thank God for the bootlegger ”’? 

When, some time ago, a distinguished visitor from Great 
Britain was made a guest of honor at a social function with 
many men of public prominence present, what did those Amer- 
icans care that liquor was in abundance at the feast, and that 
they were openly violating the laws of the land? What a well- 
deserved rebuke it was when they raised their glasses to drink 
that their guest had the courage and the decency to say, “ Gen- 
tlemen, you will excuse me, but this is supposed to be a prohibi- 
tion country, and while I am in it I will expect to maintain its 
laws.” 

Do the existing conditions prove that we are capable of enforc- 


ing our laws and can cope with abounding crime, or do they 


prove that we are in the grip of crime and in a state of moral 
deterioration? Is there anything that Jesus said regarding the 
state of things at the close of the age that we are not exemplify- 
ing in a high degree? 

We hear people superficially saying, but such crimes have 
always existed, and you must remember that the war has had 
a lot to do with it. In the first place, even if it be true that the 
disintegrating conditions of war have had much to do with it, 
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the war is more the occasion than the cause. The moral rotten- 
ness was there and the other simply helped it to appear. 

On the other hand, remember that we are pointing out that 
this is the moral state of the twentieth century, a century of 
tremendous educational, scientific and industrial development. 
These things, so far from deterring crime, have been made the 
very handmaid of it. We are supposed to be getting better and 
better, you know. 

Are the movies, in the main, with all of their vile suggestions, 
improving the morals of the people? So widespread is that 
influence that it is estimated that it gets 15,000,000 attendants 
every day in this country to feed upon it. Is it surprising that 
such an institution should be supported by “‘stars” 95 per cent 
of whom have had an unenviable record in the divorce courts? 

What about the home life of our time? What would we 
expect of a home life when two or three marriages out of every 
five result in divorce? Stop and consider what this means in 
the way of moral deterioration. And this has to do with the 
root institution of our race. And so we may proceed with our 
canvass in setting forth the moral state of our time. 

Christ declared that the Gospel would be preached to all 
nations as a witness and then the age would close. It has been 
thus preached. He declared that wars and conflicts would con- 
tinue until the very end. That has been fulfilled. He said that 
the end of the age would duplicate the time of Noah in wicked- 
ness. We are passing through a carnival of crime that is abound- 
ing. James drew a picture of the perilous times at the close 
of the age that today is being realized as never before. 

Are We Approaching the End of the Age? 

Is the outlook more re-assuring when we view the world from 
the economic standpoint? This is pre-eminently a commercial 
age, an age in which “money talks” and is the dominant factor. 
Scientific investigation is commercialized. The theoretical is of 
service only as we can give it practical application, and by “ prac- 
tical”? is meant commercial. ; 

Mr. Philip Mauro has summarized the commercial situation 
by the following five points: 

1. That the energies of mankind—tremendously augmented 
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by the energies of nature which have been brought under human 
control—are being concentrated, more and more, upon the pro- 
duction and distribution of commodities, inasmuch that prac- 
tically all the great problems of the day are economic problems. 

2. That the employment of these energies has produced an 
unprecedented increase of wealth. 

3. That the distribution of this rapidly accumulating wealth 
is very uneven, there being a decided tendency towards the 
concentration thereof into the hands of a small and decreasing 
number of people; so that the present social order is character- 
ized by colossal fortunes of the few and straitened circum- 
stances of the many. 

4. That the present economic system is further characterized 
by periodic industrial convulsions, which profoundly affect all 
classes of society, and whose consequences are felt most severely 
by those who are least able to endure them. 

5. That the development of commercialism is characterized by 
an increasingly insistent demand for a radical change of the 
social conditions, and for the introduction of an economical 
order which shall insure a better and fairer distribution of the 
wealth produced by the collective efforts of mankind. 

The tremendous increase of wealth is a matter of common 
understanding, and it is also generally well known that the 
number of people who own this wealth is constantly diminishing. 
“Tt is stated without denial that one per cent of the population 
of the United States—the richest and most progressive country 
in the world—owns more wealth than the other ninety-nine per 
cent of the population. This condition is a fact of much impor- 
tance, since it is one which, in a country that is democratic at 
least in form, is sure to lead eventually to radical social and 
political changes.” 

This heaping up of wealth is set forth by James (5: 1-8) as a 
characteristic of the last days, and he counsels believers to wait 
patiently “until the coming of the Lord.” In his statement 
this period of swollen, heaped up fortunes is directly related 
to this supreme event—the time when “the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.” 

It will be noted that in this passage James addresses a class 
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of rich men, who, in their enormous wealth, have an outstanding 
distinction. This class belongs to our day—a distinct class of 
“rich men,” a “ financial group, whose bond is simply that of 
wealth, its possession, its use, and its augmentation.” 

It is declared by James that great miseries are awaiting this 
class in the rotting of their wealth—“ Your riches have rotted.” 
How emphatically this prediction can be fulfilled by a change in 
the economic order in which this immense wealth would become 
valueless. 

There never was a time in the world’s history when there was 
such a heaping up of treasure, when there was such supreme 
devotion to the business of accumulating riches, making it the 
all-absorbing occupation. And it should also be noted that “this 
era of heaping together of riches in amounts which render their 
owners conspicuous, and which separate them into a special class, 
began but a few years ago. So rapidly has this process of ac- 
cumulation of wealth come about, and so rapidly is it running 
its predicted course, that the culmination of the era which it 
especially characterizes must of necessity be very close at hand.” 


CHAPTER VII 


SPIRITUAL CONDITIONS 


For the time will come when they will not en- 
dure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers having 
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

2 Tim. 4: 3, 4. 


BY SPIRITUAL conditions we mean what pertains to sacred 
things, sacred institutions, the Word of God. 


The Breaking Down of the Sabbath 


The Sabbath was the first divine institution. Its appointment 
carried with it a solemn injunction that it be maintained and set 
apart as holy. 

In the Decalogue the most serious instructions were given re- 
garding it. But what is the place of the Sabbath in the world 
today? It is a holiday more than anything else. What pro- 
portion of the people think of it in sacred terms? How many 
church members do you suppose play golf, go fishing and attend 
baseball on the Sabbath? How many church members make this 
day the great opportunity for running around the country in 
automobiles ? 

As judged by Biblical instruction regarding this divine institu- 
tion, the desecration of the Sabbath is one of the most spiritually 
ruinous things of today. There is scarcely anything that is a 
clearer index of the breaking down of spiritual conditions. So 
specifically and essentially is it related to what is holy and what 
should be kept separate and distinctive that its wide-spread dese- 
cration strikes at the very roots of the religious thought and in- 
terests of our time. 

It is absolutely impossible that the sacredness of this day be so 
ignored and spiritual deterioration not exist. 
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The Child and the Church 


The average child of Christian homes, so-called, is trained 
away from the Church. Do you doubt it? Then take your note- 
book and put down the number of children you will find in 
church services of all denominations. 

The majority of Christian homes have delegated the religious 
instruction of their children to the Sunday School. That is one 
form of the breaking down of the religious life of the home. 
Take your stand at the doors of churches when the Sunday 
School session precedes the church service. You will see the 
children coming away in droves and very frequently teachers 
do the same thing. 

These children never hear a sermon, are never brought under 
the preaching of the Gospel, are wholly out of touch with the 
influences of the church itself. In a word, they are systematically 
trained away from the Church. 

Various make-shifts have been employed to correct this thing. 
Some churches have adopted the plan of having the Sunday 
School before the church service, and instead of dismissing the 
Sunday School have the church service proceed without any break, 
thus merging the one into the other. With few exceptions this 
has been a failure. The children leave when the merger occurs. 
A few remain but the great majority refuse to do so. 

Mr. D. L. Moody, the great evangelist, made the statement 
that he put this matter to many tests and his findings were these: 
that not more than two per cent of the children who attended 
Sunday School, but not the church service, ever attended church 
after they ceased to attend Sunday School. The Sunday School 
does not save the child to church attendance. 

It is true that many Sunday School scholars join the Church, 
and it is also true that the great majority of these do not attend 
church after they join it. The fault is with the homes that call 
themselves “‘ Christian.” It is said that the Sunday School is 
the nursery of the Church. It is, at this time, nothing of the kind. 
It is more likely, under present conditions, to be the cemetery 
of the Church. The home is the nursery of the Church. 

What are the boys and girls doing on the Sabbath who never 
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went to church and after leaving Sunday School? How anxiously 
those short-sighted parents seek the assistance of the preacher 
and others to induce these children to attend the church service 
and thus try to escape the consequences of their own great 
blunder. 

Is it surprising that there has been such a shrinkage in the 
number of young men studying for the ministry? What pros- 
pect is there for the future Church? Upon what will she depend 
for future members? Not more than two per cent of the young 
men of the country attend Church. 

Do these facts indicate that there is a great increase in the 
spiritual conditions of our time? Stop and do some intelligent 
thinking. The Sabbath, with the great mass of the people, has 
all but broken down. The Church of today is a childless Church. 
The Sabbath is a holiday, the Church, in hundreds of cases, is 
not much more than a social club with a thin coating of religion. 


The Church and Its Bible 


In this connection, we are not concerned with what skeptics 
think of the Bible. We know where to find the infidel. He is 
outside of the Church and takes his stand against the Bible which 
he can do consistently as far as his relation to the Church is 
concerned. He has the decency not to get into the Church and 
pull his infidelity with him into it. 

We are confining our attention to the attitude of the Church 
to the Bible. When this Book ceases to be the Church’s one 
foundation there will be no Church. In the measure in which 
the divinity of the Bible declines in the thought of the Church, 
in that measure the Church will decline in its divine character 

and power. 
The question that is now before us is whether there are in the 
Church attitudes to the Bible of a destructive nature and so 
prevalent as to threaten its very integrity. By this we do not 
mean that the Bible in itself is affected by attitudes that are con- 
trary to its claims, or to its plain teachings. It is not the effect 
this has upon the Bible but upon the people who come under the 
influence of these destructive criticisms. We wish to see clearly 
what these positions are and what practical consequences attend 
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them. In this brief discussion we have not the space in which 
to give this subject an extended treatment, nor is it necessary. 

Let us put it in a concrete form. A candidate for the min- 
istry is passing his examination for ordination before a Presby- 
tery, an Association, or a Conference, etc, This question is asked 
him: ‘Do you believe that the Word of God is co-extensive 
with the Book that we call the Bible?” If this question requires 
him to so regard the Bible in order that that body ordain him, 
protests will at once be raised. 

The majority of ministers composing that ecclesiastical body 
may rise to their feet and declare that they do not require him 
to hold such a view since they do not. Their position would be 
that the Bible contains the Word of God, but is not co-extensive 
with it; that there is that within the Bible that is the Word of 
God, and there is that in the Bible which is not the Word of God. 

In other words, that it is not true that all that is in the Bible 
is “ given by inspiration of God.” (2 Tim. 3:16.) By this ques- 
tion the questioner does not mean to imply that every thing in 
the Bible came by inspiration. For example, take statements of 
Satan. No one would say that he spoke by inspiration, but that 
the record of these statements is inspired. There are other things 
of a similar nature. 

The manner in which that candidate for the ministry would 
be sustained by ecclesiastical bodies throughout the country 
clearly indicates the modern attitude to the inspiration of the 
Bible. 

Another question is raised: ‘Do you believe that Jesus Christ 
is divine, is God?” Let him say that he believes in the divinity 
of Christ and the questioner replies, so does the Unitarian, but 
he does not believe in the deity of Christ. Is Christ God? When 
the candidate declares that he cannot answer that question in 
the affirmative, but that he does believe that Christ is the Saviour 
of mankind, it would not be surprising, in this day, that such 
an answer would not stand against him and he would be ordained 
by a body of men supposed to believe implicitly in the doctrine 
of the Trinity. 

The questioner may ask, “Does the Bible address more than 
one as God?” This candidate must say, in support of his first 
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statement, “No.” When the first verse of John’s Gospel is 
quoted, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God,” this candidate is asked what 
he will do with this plain statement of fact since “ Word” refers 
to Christ. It makes no difference what he will do with it. Here 
is a situation that is made possible by modern theological ten- 
dencies. 

Take another instance: This candidate is asked: ‘Do you 
believe in the virgin birth of Jesus?” He answers in the nega- 
tive. Will this stand in the way of this man’s ordination if the 
majority of ministers composing that body are higher critics and 
modernists? It will not. Assuming that the questioner is a 
fundamentalist, he says, “‘ Matthew, in the clearest and most 
unambiguous manner, tells the story of the Angel’s word to 
Mary, of Joseph’s misgiving, of the assurance of Joseph, and in 
recording the birth of Jesus declares that it was in fulfillment 
of the Prophecy of Isaiah: ‘Therefore the Lord Himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel.’” Isa. 7: 14. 

Again, it makes no difference how that candidate may attempt 
to explain away this clear, simple declaration of Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, it goes to show how ministers may play fast and loose with 
such Biblical doctrines. We all know how the rejection of this and 
other doctrines so thoroughly established by the Scriptures has . 
become so flagrant throughout the Church. We know how it 
has brought about a sharp conflict between Fundamentalists and 
Modernists which it would not do if these were but isolated cases 
instead of being so wide-spread throughout the so-called Evan- 
gelical Churches. 

What is the effect of this mutilation of the Scriptures, the 
_ denial of this and that fundamental truth, this damaging form 
of skepticism? It is eating away at the very vitals of the Church, 
and with tens of thousands of people the Bible has lost its author- 
ity. The story of Jonah is a joke, the miracles of the Bible are 
not miracles at all, notwithstanding what Christ said to the mes- 
sengers of John the Baptist when they came asking whether He 
was the Christ. 

This destructive attitude to the Bible is increasing every day. 
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Pulpits representing this sort of thing are not famous for their 
evangelism. A revival of religion in such churches would be 
an event. They want members, to be sure, but it is not a difficult 
thing for anybody to find his way into churches of that order. 
Added to the other forms of disintegration we have set forth, 
nothing could be more damaging to the influence of the Christian 
Church in the world, and nothing could do more to unsettle the 
Church at its foundation than this breaking down of the integrity 
of the Word of God. 

The Church at this moment is honeycombed with the destruc- 
tive and disintegrating forms of higher criticism and modern- 
ism. And the fruits of this thing are abundant. It is within 
the Church itself that Satan is doing some of his most effective 
work. 

In addition to this breaking down of great truths of the Bible 
within the various denominations we have Christian Science that 
has grown like a mushroom. While no intelligent Bible student 
could be affected by its ridiculous vagaries and its utterly sense- 
less interpretations of Scripture, and while it is true that this 
organization cannot count among its hundreds of thousands of 
adherents a recognized Bible student, scientist or philosopher, 
what is of vital import is that this is what the Bible is being sub- 
jected to by this thing that makes itself a part of the Christian 
Church. It may be safely said that 90 per cent or more of this 
sect have come, and still come, from the evangelical churches. 

The following illustrates what exists in hundreds of so-called 
evangelical pulpits in this land: 

A young Scotchman, who had been intelligently and soundly 
trained in his Scotch home and Church, for three years sat under 
the preaching of a higher critic in this country. He was leaving 
that city to make his home in another. Just before leaving he 
came to the preacher to whom he had been listening and stated 
that as he was leaving the town he would like to leave with him 
his Bible. He then handed him a Bible that was in a sad state 
of mutilation. Whole pages had been cut out. Many passages 
throughout the various books were missing. 

The preacher, in some bewilderment said, “I do not under- 
stand you. Why do you say that you want to give me this as 


if 
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my Bible?” The young man explained: “ During the three 
years that I have listened to you there has been scarcely a sermon 
in which you did not declare that some part of the Bible did 
not belong in the Bible, or was something that should not be 
accepted. You have taken out of the Bible whole chapters, 
Numerous passages were shorn of their Biblical significance and 
authority. So I thought I would revise and correct the Bible 
according to your rejections of many portions, and after three 
years this is what I have left, and this is the kind of a Bible it 
is. It is your Bible and not mine and I am leaving it with you. 
This is the kind of a thing that your ministry of this short period 
has made of the Word of God.” 

That kind of destructive preaching could not hurt that young 
man’s faith for he was well grounded in the “ faith once delivered 
to the saints.” But it could start on the road to the worst forms 
of infidelity and agnosticism many other young men who re- 
ceived no such training and had no such grounding in the Scrip- 
tures. And that is the very thing that kind of preaching does. 

It is this sort of thing that has sown and is sowing the seeds 
of downright infidelity all over the land; that has created an 
unsettledness of mind as to what is or is not the Word of God 
that has rendered the authority, the saving power of the Scrip- 
tures abortive, and has established an indifference to religion 
that is simply appalling. We cannot conceive of anything that 
can bring about the religious apostasy of which the apostle Paul 
speaks, so thoroughly and so fatally as this type of preaching 
and teaching. And this disintegration is going on all over the 
land. 

It does not require much intelligence to realize that this thing 
is infinitely more damaging in undermining the faith of people 
- than all the skepticism of Voltaire, Payne, Ingersoll and other 
infidels. If there is one thing more than another by which Satan 
is working spiritual confusion and ruin, it is within the Church 
itself. Let us look this thing straight in the face and make no 
compromises with this work of the devil. 

All that we have said relative to these destructive attitudes to 
the Bible is exceedingly tame as compared with the disclosures 
made in a recent volume, “ The Leaven of the Sadducees,” by 
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Mr. Ernest Gordon. This is the most fearless and uncom- 
promising exposure that has appeared. It tears off the mask and 
shows that the Church in America is facing the greatest crisis 
in its history. 

“The author’s parallel between the rise of Modernism and 
the rise of Unitarianism is quite unexpected—but strikingly true 
and shows that Modernism is simply Neo-Unitarianism—Uni- 
tarian doctrines in the guise of orthodox teaching.” In other 
words, the process of Unitarianizing the Church. In the manner 
in which many pulpits, colleges and theological seminaries are 
made to stand out in the lime-light of these disclosures this work 
is rendering an invaluable service. 

The following are but a few of the hundreds of the things 
Mr. Gordon has set forth in the most painstaking manner. 

Regarding theism, Dr. McGiffert, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, says: ‘‘ The early Gentile converts to Christianity may 
well have taken Christ as their Lord and Saviour without taking 
His God and Father as their God.” And again, “ There was no 
antecedent reason why the Gentile Christians should accept the 
God of the Jews whom Jesus worshipped any more than the 
Tewish ceremonial law which He observed and the Jewish prac- 
tices in which He was brought up.” 

Speaking of the Lord’s Supper this same professor says, “ It 
is not absolutely certain that Jesus Himself actually instituted 
such a supper and directed His disciples to eat and drink in 
remembrance of Him as Paul says in 1 Cor. 15:24. Expecting 
as He did to return at an early day He can hardly have been 
solicitous to provide for the preservation of His memory.” 

Imagine this man a teacher of preachers who will go forth to 
minister to churches of an evangelical denomination and at the 
Communion Table repeating this statement. 

Prof. G. A. Coe of the department of religious education and 
psychology in this same Union Seminary, in stating that the sense 
of sin is gone, says, “‘ One may be pardoned for doubting whether 
it ever did work the great good that has been attributed to it. 
This is not to be interpreted as a hardening of conscience. The 
decline in the sense of sin and a growth in the sense of Chris- 
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tian duty” have an essential relation. It is “the displacement 
of a lower by a higher type of Christian experience.” 

The following is his explanation of repentance and conversion: 
“The twice-born type which is characterized by acute and per- 
sistent feeling of powerlessness to unify one’s life with conse- 
quent yielding up of self'to some supposedly external ‘ redemp- 
tive’ person is probably determined by some persistent, though 
not yet defined, psychological depression.” The joy which often 
accompanies conversion, this materialist compares with the feel- 
ing of exaltation which follows awakening from anaesthesia. 
He says, “It is nothing more or less than the effect of religious 
laughing gas.”’ Again imagine a student of Union as pastor of 
a church, and telling a young convert experiencing the blessed- 
ness of his new life*in Christ, that it was nothing more than the 
effect of religious laughing gas. 

In noting the positions of “ The Finality of the Christian Re- 
ligion,” by the late George B. Foster of the Chicago University, 
Mr. Gordon says this work “can be considered as a sort of 
official pronouncement of the theology of this divinity school 
since it was issued in commemoration of the first decade of the 
university’s existence. It is a book which would have warmed 
the bloodless heart of Voltaire.” Says Foster: 

“ An intelligent man who now affirms his faith in miracle can 
hardly know what intellectual honesty means.” The hypothesis 
of God has become “ superfluous in every science, even that of 
religion itself.” 

Again, “Jesus did not transcend the limits of the purely 
human. He did not put Himself alongside the Almighty God. 
He never thought of ascribing a pre-mundane existence to Him- 
self; nor did He claim to be judge of the world.” It is doubt- 
ful if He ever “ called Himself the Son of man.” 

Prof. Foster declares that the New Testament story of super- 
natural birth, miracle, resurrection, is “an antiquated affair, a 
relic that is worthless to the cultivated classes.” 

It was of this book that a Chicago daily wrote: “We are 
struck also with the hypocrisy and treachery of these attacks 
on Christianity. This is a free country and a free age and men 
can say what they choose about religion but this is not what we 
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arraign these divinity professors for. Is there no place in which 
to assail Christianity but a divinity school? Is there no one to 
write infidel books except,the professors of Christian theology? 
Is a theological seminary an appropriate place for a general 


——— 


“ 


massacre of Christian doctrines? We are not championing either — 


Christianity or infidelity, but only condeming infidels masquerad- 
ing as men of God and Christian teachers.” 

(Shortly before his death, Dr. A. H. Strong of the Rochester 
Theological Seminary said: ‘The theological seminaries of 
almost all our denominations are becoming so infected with this 
grievous error that they are not so much organs of Christ as 
organs of anti-Christ.” 

The following quotation is representative of the view of the 
Atonement of a vast number of men in the pulpit, colleges and 
theological schools of today. It is the statement of Prof. Vedder 
who still holds a chair at Crozer. Says Mr. Gordon, “ Passages 
in this book, The Fundamentals of Christianity, might well have 
dropped from any ‘infidel’ press.” 

“ Paul’s idea of law, of penalty, of expiation, offends the mod- 
ern sense of justice and contradicts our ethical values at every 
point of contact. Without caricature it may be compared to 
ideas that prevail in certain police circles of today. A sensa- 
tional crime is committed; the public is greatly aroused and de- 
mands detection and punishment of the criminal. This the police 
are unable to accomplish, but obviously something must be done 
to silence public clamor; so they ‘frame up’ a case against 
someone who can plausibly be made the scapegoat. He is con- 
victed by perjury, the public cry is silenced, the majesty of the 
law has been vindicated, justice is satisfied. But we are no 
longer content with that brand of ‘ justice.’ We insist that the 
guilt of the guilty cannot be expiated, justice cannot be satisfied 
by the punishment of the innocent. Yet our theology continues 
to teach that the Almighty could find no better expedient to save 
men than ‘to frame up’ a case against His own Son and put to 
death the innocent for the guilty. And that which fills us with 
horror when done by man to man, we praise and glorify when 
done by God to God. . . . Paul appeals to a state of mind 
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that has forever passed away—at least among civilized peoples— 
though his theology may be still helpful to African savages.” 

To discover whether the Chicago Seminary (Congregational) 
“keeps faith with the ideals of its founders and particularly with 
the third article of its constitution,” it is only necessary to read 
Prof. C. A. Beckwith’s The Idea of God. This third article reads: 
“TI believe that God made all things by the word of His power 
and that in His righteous providence He overrules them in sub- 
servience to His own glory and the highest good of the universe.” 


Prof. Beckwith declares, “We cannot without further ado 
find in the Scriptures our final idea of God.” Again, “In the 
nature of the world as we know it, there is not a single thing 
which argues for an absolute beginning of its existence. The 
ultimate constituents of being are eternal.” That is, there was 


no creation nor is there an Absolute God who created the world 


and who exists apart from it. “The ultimate question is per- 
haps not so much whether a Being so defined is personal, as 
whether such a Being exists.” And then we are told specifically, 
“There is no such reality as an undifferentiated universal. The 
One exists only in and through the Many ’’—that is, Mankind. 
Again, “ Apart from the universe God is inconceivable.’’ Here 
is a pantheism that is not far removed from atheism. Once more 
“There is no beyond, no heaven removed from the world as a 
dwelling-place for the divine.” 

Let this kind of teaching, and much more that might be drawn 
from this book, invest the preaching of the students of that 
seminary, and the churches will be served with a pantheism as 
rank as that of Spinoza. 

Whether teaching at Oberlin is of the same general character 


| may be seen from some of the statements of Prof. Youtz. He 


scorns the idea of the atoning work of Christ. There is no for- 
giveness of sin. The blood of the covenant is a thing of naught. 
Christ is not our righteousness he tells us because “ Righteous- 
ness cannot be ‘imputed.’ It must be achieved.” We are told 
that Jesus “ had no mysterious stock of grace to draw on in emer- 
gencies to sustain Him above common men. And the forces at 
His command, the legion of angels—I do not know what that 
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means, but I believe that the same cosmic forces are at my dis- 
posal when I require them.” ‘ 

Mr. Gordon tells us that from the Methodist seminaries comes 
the same story. “ Bishop Mead has been obliged to call for the 
resignation of the faculty of the Iliff School of Theology. Pro- 
fessors in this school are acceptable preachers in the Unitarian 
church of Denver. A transcript of notes taken by students in © 
Iliff classes shows the reason.” 

“There are no prophecies in the Old Testament that refer to 
the Christ. Paul and Jesus are opposed to each other.” 

“Judaism gives us a more exalted idea of God than does 
Christianity as interpreted by Paul, for with Judaism man could 
approach God directly, whereas, Paul insists that in order to 
approach God man must have a mediator.” 

“The story of the Virgin Birth can be accounted for by the 
fact that Hebrews believed that children were the direct gift of 
God, as seen in the story of the birth of Samuel. Such a story 
grew up round a man after he had become famous.” 

“The book of Revelation should not have a place in the Scrip- 
tures for its conception of God’s character is heathenish.” 

Out of Garrett Biblical Institute, the most important of the 
Methodist seminaries, come, so we are told, such class-room notes 
as the following: 

“We have no proof as to the existence of God.” 

“We question if Jesus knew if there was a God or not.” 

“Conversion is a matter of education. Only those who have 
sinned need it.” 

“We do not believe at all in the miracles as such. It can all 
be explained on a more intelligible basis.” 

Of Watts’ lines, 

“See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down,” 
one Garrett professor is alleged to have remarked to his class, 
“That hymn is not fit to be sung in a slaughter house.” Dr. 
Rideout writes, “Prof. Davison is described to me by a Garrett 


student, ‘as a man with a sneer for nearly everything that per- 
tains to the old-time religion.’ ” 
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Prof. H. F. Rall, who teaches theology, expounds a theology 
in his Teachings of Jesus which any Unitarian could commend. 
The following is a Unitarian review of this book: “The book is 
wholly unorthodox. No reader could gather that the author was 
a Methodist or had the slightest interest in any of the traditional 
doctrines of the church. Any Unitarian scholar might have 
written and have been proud in writing the whole of it, not 
excepting the twenty-third chapter, ‘What Jesus Thought of 
Himself.’ It is to be wished that all Sunday Schools, Unitarian 
or Trinitarian, might include classes working through this manual. 
The latter schools would miss all the elements which divide them 
from their liberal brethren.” 

There is nothing in which Unitarians would be more interested 
than to have such a book do the leavening work of Unitarianiz- 
ing the Church. This one thing of which they boast, and that 
too with an almost childish glee, is the fact that the leaven of 
Unitarian doctrines is working throughout the body of Trini- 
tarian churches. 

These are but a few of hundreds of things of a similar nature 
that might be placed before the reader to show the theological 
tendencies of our time. I have refrained from quoting many 
statements that are little short of downright blasphemy. 

So prevalent are these attitudes to the idea of God, Christ, 
Sin, Atonement, Salvation, Prophecy and Miracles, that what we 
have already said regarding the apostasy of our time, is greatly 
emphasized. Indeed, we wonder if many of these infidels in 
Christian positions, who do not believe in prophecy or the ful- 
fillment of prophecy, ever stopped to consider that in them and 
their teachings one of the outstanding predictions of the New 


_ Testament is being fulfilled in this day—the prediction of a 


wide-spread apostasy in the last days. Here is at least one pre- 
diction being fulfilled that cannot be disputed. 


The Scoffers in the Church 
Are we, in a special degree, living in the time described by 
Peter when he declared that the last times would be character- 
ized by scoffers asking, where is the promise of His coming? 
Notwithstanding the great attention the Bible gives to the 
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coming of Christ (mentioned 318 times in the New Testament), 
its greatness and its glory, and notwithstanding the inspirational 
power of this truth in deepening the spiritual life of the believer, 
how account for the dead silence of the vast majority of pulpits 
regarding this doctrine? 

The average preacher gives no attention to this subject. If he 
did, in a true Biblical manner, and caught the spirit of the New 
Testament in this regard, it would be impossible for him to re- 
main silent. The writer has been amazed at the astounding 
ignorance of this subject on the part of ministers with whom 
he has conversed. And along with that ignorance their indiffer- 
ence to this great hope is, as a rule, equally amazing. 

If this great doctrine in all of its Biblical significance took hold 
of these men with its energizing power there would be less poli- 
tics, sensationalism and vapidity in the pulpit. Their congrega- 
tions would be raised to a higher plane of religious life and 
activity. Churches that are now nothing much more than Sun- 
day clubs would be religiously revolutionized. Churches that are 
Sunday dress parades would be stirred out of their spiritual 
lethargy and deadness into active Christian service. 

Does the church that has in its pulpit a higher critic or mod- 
ernist who treats his congregation to this destructive criticism 
ever hear him discourse on these themes that filled the mind and 
heart of the Biblical writers? Instead of that, if he refers to 
this Biblical doctrine it is much more likely to be in a flippant, 
scoffing manner. If he says anything about it, instead of catch- 
ing the power and blessedness of this truth, all he has to offer 
is a half-baked theory or a critical attitude that shows that his 
soul has never been touched with this spiritualizing truth. 

There are many men in the pulpit of all denominations who 
give this subject no attention, who never really preached a ser- 
mon bearing on any phase of this great doctrine, who are thor- 
oughly sound regarding the inspiration and fundamental truths 
of the Bible. These men, if they do any thinking at all, cannot 
help but notice that the preachers who are utterly unsound, as 
we have already discussed the matter, are wholly devoid of any 
interest in this truth, while those, practically to a man, who are 
known as pre-millennialists, are sound to the core on the Bible 
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and are evangelical in their preaching in the highest degree. 
These men stand like a rock as defenders of the Word of God 
and of the “ faith once delivered to the saints.” 

The Church is full of scoffers asking, ‘“ Where is the promise 
of His coming?” And they ask it in the spirit indicated by 
Peter. They are not only not looking for His coming, but do 
not want it to occur. If it were a certain fact that He was at 
hand they would be thrown into a panic. Like the five foolish 
virgins their empty lamps would be all they had in the darkness 
of the night. 

The past few years of world-wide unsettledness and general 
state of things have led many earnest souls to give these matters 
reverential atttention. But the great mass of people are wholly 
indifferent to this truth and console themselves with the idea 
that it is nothing to be concerned about, and that no thinking 
person would believe that Christ would come in “our day.” 
And it is this very attitude that Christ described by the foolish 
virgins. By that parable He declared that at the time of His 
coming this would be the state of His Church. 

In this presentation of the subject we have given careful atten- 
tion to two things: First, the state of things during this age and 
at its close as set forth by the Bible. Second, the world of today. 
From what has been said, though briefly said with many things 
left unsaid that support what has been declared, we raise the 
question, Are We Approaching the End of the Age? We are 
expressing the conviction that this question should be answered 
in the affirmative. We firmly believe that we are living in the 
“last times,” in the day of the appearing of the Son of God. 

We make this statement thoughtfully, prayerfully, hopefully. 
We believe that this time, considering all that it comprehends, 
answers, as has no time in the past, to the Biblical description of 
the state of the world at the coming of our Lord. 

Of the day and hour of this glorious event no one knows, but 
this fact in no sense conflicts with the evidence that certain 
things are existing “ signs ” of His coming. Christ Himself justi- 
fies our right to study such indications since in answer to the 
disciples’ question He set forth those very things and declared 
the world-conditions under which He would return. 
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We remarked that we expressed this conviction hopefully. Can 
we ever look forward to this moment more hopefully than did 
the great Apostle to the Gentiles when he said, “ Looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ”? (Tit. 2:13.) What a moment that will be when our 
Lord and Saviour shall descend from heaven with a shout, when 
he shall raise the righteous dead from their graves and shall call 
the living Church to Himself, in which glorious rapture they shall 
not see death but shall be “ changed in a moment, in the twinkling 
Gianeye”! (1 Cor. 15:51, 52.) 

What such a hope means to a follower of Christ as contrasted 
with the scoffer’s sneering question—“ Where is the promise of 
His coming? ”—should not be difficult of analysis. Again and 
again has the Bible kept that hope before us and assured us of 
His blessed return, and now we have reason to believe that the 
time is near if not at our very door. The last prayer of the 
Bible, which is the closing word of the Bible, is not only a fitting 
prayer for us to offer, but it is given us to offer, “ Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” (Rev. 22:20.) 


CHAPTER VIII 


PALESTINE AND THE JEWS 


Thus saith the Lord God: I will even gather 
you from the people, and assemble you out of 
the countries where ye have been scattered, and 
I will give you the land of Israel. [ Ezek. 11:17.] 


WE NOW come to a matter of vital importance which has the 
most direct bearing on the great question before us—Are We 
Approaching the End of the Age? From what has been presented 
in our investigation of this subject we feel that enough has been 
given to justify an affirmative answer to this question. But what 
reamins to be said is of paramount importance. 


A Great Historical Sign 


In his Olivet discourse one of the things that Christ said, as 
recorded by Luke, in answering the question of the disciples as 
to the sign of the close of the age, was this: that “Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Lu. 21: 24.) 

Let us examine this statement very carefully. There are but 
two passages in the Bible that clearly set forth the time of the 
two advents of Christ, one by giving the actual time, and the 
other by an historical event. In the Old Testament the prophet 
Daniel states distinctly the time when the Messiah would come 
and be cut off (Dan. 9:25, 26). This is called the Seventy 
Weeks Prophecy. 

It will be readily seen that these are not literally “ weeks,” 
since the prophecy would have been fulfilled a few months after 
the prophecy was spoken. They are weeks of years, 70 times 
7, or 490 years. Daniel states that at the expiration of 69 weeks, 
cr 483 years, from the time of the going forth of the command- 
ment, the Messiah would appear and suffer death. The last or 
Seventieth Week should hold over until the consummation of 
the age. It is this “Week” that has such an interesting place 
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in the Book of Revelation in conection with the closing events 
of the times of the Gentiles. 

This specific mention of the time of the First Advent was a 
clear indication to the Jews, the Messianic race, when the Mes- 
siah should be expected. It was because of this statement of the 
time that the Jews were looking for Christ when He came. The 
time was fulfilled. When the orthodox Jew pauses to consider 
seriously the significance of this prophecy of the Seventy Weeks 
he is greatly disturbed. Daniel the prophet, whom he accepts 
implicitly, gives the time when the Messiah should appear. This 
time expired with the crucifixion of Jesus. But for 2,000 years 
the Jews have been looking for the Messiah, which is dead 
against the declaration of their prophet. 

This places the thoughtful Jew in a predicament from which 
he cannot extricate himself. If he rejects Daniel he must have 
a reason for doing so that is just and adequate and that will 
commend itself absolutely to him and in every way be sufficient 
and satisfactory. But he can give no such reason and hence 
finds himself in a strangely inconsistent position. 

Some years ago when the writer was making some investiga- 
tions in Palestine, he and a Jew were one day standing on Cal- 
vary, which lies but a short distance north of the Damascus Gate. 
A question arose relative to the authenticity of the site of Calvary 
and the Messiahship of Jesus. The writer asked this Jew if he 
accepted the prophet Daniel. He was most pronounced in his 
statement that he did. He was then asked to reconcile this fact, 
the time of the advent of Messiah, with his rejection of Him 
who fulfilled the prophecy at the time it was required that the 
prophecy be fulfilled. 

When this situation gripped him he was greatly disturbed. It 
would not let go of him. After giving it the most careful atten- 
tion, and realizing the position in which his prophet Daniel was 
placed regarding the Messiah, and also realizing that by rejecting 
the Messiah he was declaring Daniel to be a false prophet, he 
was compelled to accept Christianity. 

When, relative to the first advent of Jesus, the New Testament 
says, that the time was fulfilled, while this referred to the whole 
period from the time that the Redeemer was first promised (Gen. 
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3:15), in a peculiar sense it refers to this specific time prophet- 
ically announced and as now being fulfilled. 

This, then, is the one instance in the Old Testament which 
gave the time of the first advent of Jesus, the significance of 
which should be fully appreciated by the student of the Bible. 
We now come to the time of the Second Advent. Jesus declared 
that no one could know the day and the hour of this great 
event. But that does not prevent Him from stating the one 
historical connection in which it would be placed. 

These disciples were, no doubt, familiar with the Seventy 
Weeks Prophecy of Daniel, and realizing that their Bible had 
given this one statement of the time of the First Advent, they 
ask Christ if He can give them a sign regarding His Second 
Advent. He complies with this request and gives one historical 
event related to the close of the age, which, as we have seen, is 
directly related to the second coming of our Lord. 

We have shown how, in answer to the disciples’ question, Christ 
gave them a general outline of the age heading up in the great 
tribulation, and declared that in that connection He would appear. 
But no statement came so close to the time of His advent as this 
statement recorded by Luke. Here is something that is his- 
torically definite bearing on this matter of supreme interest and 
importance. It is the only such statement in the New Testament, 
but it is all-sufficient and exceedingly instructive. 

Read the passage again and it will be seen that it is simple, 
clear and unambiguous and is capable of but one interpretation: 
“ Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the,Gentiles-uintil the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” Whigh means; “hat when Jeru- 
salem, which in its broadest aig S ciinificn) alestine, ceases 
to be trodden down by the wave: ae times will be 
ended, or fulfilled. If the p oes Tea, this, then there 
is no way of knowing what RSE. dang since this is clearly the 
sense of the passage. There is no reason for assuming that it 
means anything else than just what it says. 

For many years leading students of prophecy watched with 
intense interest happenings connected with Turkey, which at that 
time was designated “The sick man of Europe.” Palestine being 
under the rule of Turkey, and the latter being under the general 
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control of the ‘Concert of the Powers,” there was no telling 
when something would happen to alter the whole status of Pal- 
estine in the delapsing of the Turkish State. 

These prophetical students had their eye on this significant 
prophecy and on Turkey, since they were so closely related. 
Then came the World War. When it began who could sur- 
mise that Turkey would be drawn into it on the side of Germany? 
Who could have thought that this was the time when Great 
Britain would be the instrument employed to drive Turkey out 
of Palestine and thus set the land of the Bible free from the 
grip of the “ unspeakable Turk ’’? 


If Turkey had been one of the allies this could not have hap- 
pened, and if she had been neutral the same would have been 
true. But drawn into the war, and an enemy of the allies, gave 
Britain the right and opportunity of driving her out of Palestine. 

From the standpoint of these prophetical studies as directly 
related to the crowning event of our age, the snatching of the 
Holy Land from Turkey was one of the most significant events 
of the war. Indeed, it may justly be called the most significant 
event of the war. 


It is a fact of the very greatest interest that Christ declared 
that the historical situation that would be bound up with the 
close of the age would be that of Palestine. Here then, in the 
providence of God, is the key to this infinitely vital matter. The 
land that meant so much to the eternal interests of mankind, 
and that has-been passing through the centuries creating little 
or no notice from a political point of view, is to play a most 
important part in connection with the return of the Man of 
Galilee. 

“Until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” Christ alone 
uses the expression, “times of the Gentiles.” We have already 
stated the Biblical significance of “these “Times.” We have 
noted in what sense Daniel was the prophet of the times of the 
Gentiles—how he set forth that great historical movement begin- 
ning with Babylon, the First Universal Empire. This is set 
forth in the vision of what we have called The Historical Man. 


Daniel traces this historical development to the time when 


. 
by 
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the Stone cut out of the mountain without hands smites the 
image on the toes and brings it to naught. This Stone signifies 
Christ, and is so generally accepted. He then, according to 


_ Daniel, sets up His own everlasting kingdom which is to fill 


the whole earth. The Gentile times are comprehended within 
this image and they are brought to an end by Christ at His com- 
ing. In line with this is Christ’s picture of Himself and the 
nations at His coming (Matt. 25). 

And now Christ tells His disciples that when Palestine ceases 
to be trodden down of the Gentiles these Gentile times will be 
ended. When, then, will Palestine cease to be trodden down? 
This is the question of supreme significance bearing directly 
upon the close of the age. How near to this moment has the 
world been brought by the driving of Turkey out of this land 
by British troops? 

Many readers will recall the great meeting in London at the 
time that Palestine was freed from Turkey and at which meet- 
ing were representative Jews of the world. At that time, Mr. 
Balfour, speaking for Great Britain, solemnly declared that Pal- 
estine would be returned to the Jews. Britain will keep her 
word. For the present the Holy Land is under British direc- 
tion, as would be expected, until conditions shall determine the 
transfer of the land to its ancient people, the seed of Abraham, 
to whom the land was divinely given. 

Can anyone doubt the Divine Providence in this significant 
event that is happening in our own day? Can anyone fail to 
see the handwriting on the wall? How very near we may be 
at this moment to the Holy Land passing into the hands of 
the Jews! 

Furthermore, let it be remembered that the first stage of 
Christ’s coming, at which time occur the resurrection of the 
saints and the translation of believers, may take place prior to 
the time of this transfer of the land. Hence, if the time is near 
when this political situation will occur, we are that much nearer 
to being “ caught up,” as Paul expresses it, in his first letter to 
the Thessalonians. 
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Jewish Activities 
It will be very clear that what we have to say under this 


head is directly related to the preceding discussion. Palestine — 


was taken from the Turk: and Great Britain has promised that 
the Jews will be given possession of their land. What interest 
do the Jews have in the matter, and what does the Bible have 
to say about the return of the Jews to the Holy Land? 

For nearly 2,000 years the Jews have been scattered over the 
world, having no land they could call their own. One of the 
most remarkable facts in human history is the manner in which 
they have maintained their racial distinction and characteristics, 
have not inter-married with other races and have observed so 
closely the principles of Judaism. 


That the Jews are to return to the land that was given to 


Abraham and his seed is abundantly set forth in the Scrip- 
tures. Daniel states that in the midst of the Seventieth Week 
that is to be fulfilled at the end of the age, Anti-Christ will 
break his covenant with the Jews who are settled in Palestine. 
That will be the time of “ Jacob’s trouble.” 

They will return to the land in unbelief, but Paul distinctly 
teaches in his Epistle to the Romans that they will accept the 
Christ whom they pierced. This gathering of the Jews into 
the Saviour’s kingdom will be one of the glorious things of 
that day. 

How clearly the apostasy of the Jews was predicted, and for 
which they would suffer captivity, every student of prophecy 
knows. Deut. 28:32,41. And we know how that prediction 
was fulfilled. We also know how minutely it was predicted 
that they would be scattered among the nations and suffer perse- 
cution, and for the fulfillment of these predictions it is only 
necessary to turn to the pages of history. Prediction is history 
written in advance. 

The word “Jew” has become a term of contempt just as 
it was declared that he would become “an astonishment, a 
proverb and a by-word among all nations.” Deut. 28: 37. 

That the throne should not be restored to Judah during the 
whole period of Israel’s debasement—that “it shall be no more, 
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until He come whose right it is, and I will give it to Him ’— 
was declared by Ezekiel (21: 25-27) and has been literally ful- 
filled. The same was announced by Hosea (3:4). From the 
days of Titus and the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 until 
now Jerusalem has been trodden down by the Gentiles—Roman, 
Saracen, Crusader, Turk—but the Jews have never held the city. 

It does not require more than a superficial reading of the 
predictions of the Old Testament to see how positively it was 
announced that the Jews would be scattered among the nations 
(Lev. 26: 31-33). No less positively was it announced, “I will 
bring them out from the people, and gather them from the coun- 
tries, and will bring them to their own land” (Ezek. 34:13). 
This same prophet assured them, “ The cities shall be inhabited 
and the wastes shall be builded” (36:10). Thus the scattering 
of Israel was no more surely predicted than was the gathering 


_ of them, and as the former has been fulfilled to the letter, so 


will be the latter. ‘“‘ For every threat of spiritual or temporal 
evil on the people, the land, or the holy city, there is a corre- 
sponding promise of the removal of that evil.” 

It was distinctly predicted by Jeremiah (30:8) that “in the 
latter days” the Lord would “break the yoke of the Gentiles 
from off his (Israel’s) neck, and burst his bonds.” Comment- 
ing on this statement forty years ago, Dr. Kellogg, Professor 
in the Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa., remarked, 
“Tt is a fact which cannot be denied that for the past hundred 
and thirty years the world has been witnessing a most literal 
fulfillment of these words. The past century, in particular, has 
seen a deliverance of the Jews from Gentile oppression, which, 
although not yet complete, is without a precedent since the begin- 
ning of our era, and so wonderfully corresponds to the letter 
of prophecy, so far as it has yet advanced, as did the fulfillment 


of the predictions touching the dispersion.” He goes on to 


show the remarkable manner in which the Jews have risen fo 
power and distinction. How much more that is a fact in this 
day every well-informed person is fully aware. 

For years the emancipation of the Jews has been progressing, 
and their place among the nations of the world is such that the 
statement by the prophet Jeremiah clearly indicates that we are 
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now ‘in the latter days.” We are told by Isaiah (60:9) that 
at the time of their restoration, and before their return to the 
land of their fathers, they shall come into possession of great ~ 
wealth in the lands of their oppressors, and shall “ eat the riches 
of the Gentiles” (Isa. 61:6). As a single instance of this fact, 
during the ten years, 1854-1864, the Rothschilds alone loaned 
England, Austria, Prussia, France, Russia and Brazil, all told, 
$482,000,000, besides many millions to smaller states. What 
would the Jewish financial power of today be able to loan the 
nations of the world! 

What was declared by the ancient prophets that the Jews 
would be raised to great power and influence in the lands in 
which they would be scattered, before being returned to the land 
of their fathers, is happening before our eyes, and is one of 
the most distinctive facts of our day. See Zeph. 3: 19,20. What 
was written years ago by far-seeing men in various countries 
concerning the dominant position of the Jew has been abun- 
dantly realized, all of which is in fulfillment of prophecy con- 
cerning ‘the latter days” and in preparation of his return to 
his own land. That the “ Jewish emancipation” is one of the 
notable facts of our age is so conspicuous as to be exciting uni- 
versal attention and comment, not merely among a few prophet- 
ical specialists, but among the most eminent and thoughtful men 
of our time, believers and unbelievers alike. 

Since some of these prophecies distinctly declare that Israel’s 
rising, dominance and prosperity in the lands where they have 
been scattered will occur prior to their return to their own land, 
it is very clear that these predictions could not relate to the return 
to their land after the Babylonian Exile. If these great prom- 
ises were fulfilled under those conditions then Israel came to 
this distinction and was thus greatly prospered during the time 
of the Captivity, which, of course, is absolutely untrue. 

While, according to the Word of God, the Jews are to come 
to this remarkable position in the world, it is predicted by this 
same “sure word of prophecy,” “I will make a full end of all 
the nations whither I have scattered thee” (Jer. 46:28). As 
truly as the Jews are coming to their greater emancipation and 
power, so truly will this prophecy concerning the Gentile nations 
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be fulfilled as was also set forth by Daniel in the destruction 
of the historical image by the Stone cut out of the mountain. 

The fulfillment of these predictions concerning the Jews is of 
so striking a nature, and so conclusive, that it cannot be said 
of this, “it has often been so before.” When certain things 
are noted as “signs of the times” it is a common thing to hear 
people say, “it has often been so before,” or statements of 
like import. But these facts relative to the Jew are something 
new in human history. It has never been so before, but it is 
so now. It is of such commanding significance as to mark dis- 
tinctly the trend of events of supreme importance so clearly 
indicated by the Prophetic Word in relation to this day in which 
we are now living. 

We fully realize that the foregoing is a very meagre statement 
of the remarkable predictions concerning the Jews among the 
nations and their return to Palestine. A large book could be 
written on “ The Jews in History and Prophecy.” 

As we have observed, the position is sometimes taken that 
these predictions relating to the emancipation and gathering of 
the Jews were fulfilled at the time of their Restoration from 
exile by Cyrus. It will be readily seen how mistaken is this 
view when we consider that the marvelous things predicted did 
not and could not occur from the time of the end of the Baby- 
lonian Exile in B.C. 536 to the destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70. They had attained to no such distinction among the 
nations as was fully predicted would be the case. 

When Titus took Jerusalem the Jews were again scattered and 
continued to be until they were found in every part of the Gen- 
tile world. As has already been noted, it is during the last cen- 
tury and a half what may rightly be called the emancipation of 
the Jews has been accomplished in the measure in which we 
‘see it today. If the prediction concerning the rising and dom- 
inance of the Jews among the nations where they were scat- 
tered were to find their fulfillment in the history of this race 
from the end of the exile to the destruction of Jerusalem, then 
those predictions were not fulfilled. Every prophetical student 
will see the significance of this fact. 

It will not require much deliberation to appreciate the fact 
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that there is no comparison between the things the Jews enjoyed 
under the last three Universal Empires and their position in 
the world today. 

It must not be overlooked that the great things promised them, 
prior to the return to their land, was to follow the persecution 
they would suffer at the hands of the nations. It is not necessary 
to spend time showing that that persecution continued for cen- 
turies after the fall of Jerusalem. It is in this very day that 
these glowing predictions are being fulfilled before our eyes and ~ 
were not fulfilled after the Restoration by Cyrus. 

To pave the way for. what is now happening and will come to 
its full consummation, the Zionistic movement some years ago 
was begun. It has steadily grown all over the world and today 
is the one distinctive fact of the Jewish people in the way of 
national organization. It was the beginning of a new era for 
that race. They have passed through the centuries a scattered 
people, but now a vision of nationalization has arisen within 
them. They have suffered persecution in many lands and this 
anti-semitism had, no doubt, a powerful effect upon this move- 
ment looking toward establishment in their native land. 

Following the inception of this new national interest by lead- 
ing Jews many Jews took up their residence in Palestine. Act- 
ing for wealthy men of their race agents bought up the land 
that was for sale. During the past twenty years Zionism has 
made great progress and today it is thoroughly established and is 
well organized. In its early stages it went so far as to offer 
Turkey a large sum of money for a charter of Palestine, but it 
was not granted. 

Colonies of Jews were settled all over the land. The writer 
came into close contact with many of these people and it was in- 
teresting to note with what fervor they regarded this movement 
to regain the land of their forefathers. Many, if not the majority, 
of these people went to Palestine under the strong conviction 
that their Messiah was about to appear. They believed implicitly 
that the day was at hand when they would again have a national 
home and would take their place among the nations of the world, 
but under the rulership of the Messiah. 

Every well informed person is aware of the progress being 
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made in the planting of vineyards, the establishment of towns 
and the gradual modernizing of the country. It was but lately 
that the Jewish University on Mount Scopus, just to the north 
of the Mount of Olives, was erected, and that Mr. Balfour of 
London made the dedicatory address. At that time a large dele- 
gation of Jews sailed from New York under their own flag, 
the flag of David, the first time such a thing had occurred in two 
thousand years. 

Great sums of money have been raised by the Jews for the 
development of Palestine, the establishment of Jewish schools 
and the enlargement of Jewish interests along all lines. These 
are significant facts when taken in conjunction with the driving 
_out of the Turk and the Biblical assurance that the land of the 
Bible shall blossom as the rose and that its own people will 
return to it as their national home. The way is being rapidly 
and surely prepared for this new great thing. 

Concerning the present Jewish interest in Palestine the follow- 
ing facts and statistics have just been received from Geneva 
under date of July 17, 1926, and are of an authoritative nature: 

“The Jewish immigration into the new Jewish national home 
of Palestine is now greater than that of the Jewish immigration 
into the United States. According to statistics just compiled by 
the central bureau here (Geneva) of the International Zionist 
movement, Palestine, during the last year, received a total of 
28,722 Jews, while the United States received 9,945. 

“The total Jewish population that has returned to Palestine 
is now placed at 130,000. The average number of Jews now 
returning is about 2,500 a month. 

“Poland is one of the largest contributors to Jewish immi- 
gration to Palestine. During 1925 a total of 17,740 returned 
' from Poland, while so far this year the monthly average is 1,000. 

“ Among the new industries that are making great headway 
in Palestine is that of tobacco production and manufacture. 
The tobacco exports now total over $10,000,000 a year. Banana 
plantations are also being successfully experimented with, as 
well as orchards of apricots and other fruits. 

“Palestine’s new National Federation of Jewish Workers 
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embraces already a membership of over 20,000, with unions of 
nearly all trades, scattered through a score of cities, villages 
and agricultural colonies. 

“To date the Zionist organization has collected a total of 
over $12,000,000 for the reconstruction of Palestine. While 
contributions have been received from over thirty countries, the 
United States heads the list with contributions totalling about 
$1,000,000.” 

Thus it will be seen that there are three times as many Jews 
in Palestine now as returned under Zerubbabel after the Baby- 
lonian Exile. 

From all that has been said, is it a difficult thing to interpret 
the “signs of the times”? We are living in the very midst of 
the fulfillment of prophecy as pertaining to the Jewish people, 
the liberation of Palestine and the times of the Gentiles. 

How much it means to us that Christ gave this one historical 
indication of the close of the age, i. e., that when the Holy 
Land ceased to be under Gentile control the times of the Gentiles 
would be fulfilled. 

Furthermore, what a wonderful thing it was that a great step 
in this direction was taken when Turkey was driven out and the 
British government assured the Jews of the world that the land 
would be transferred to them. We are living in the moment that 
invests with a new significance the passage, “‘ Look up, and lift up 
your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.” (Lu. 21:28). 
And these words were spoken in connection with these events. 

Every intelligent believer who understands his Bible must see 
the manner in which these great things are working out under 
the direction of the Almighty. He is watching these unfoldings 
and is not taken unawares when they occur. The reason why 
these things are of an astounding nature to the majority of 
people, and create an attitude of suspicion or of doubt, is because 
they have given them no attention and are ignorant of the facts. 

Thus we see the significance of the Zionistic movement when 
taken in connection with the expulsion of Turkey from Pales- 
tine. For years this rising of the Jews, having as its objective 
the re-possession of their land, placed the race in a position to 
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receive the promise of Britain that the land would be turned 
over to them. 

What is of the first importance is the fact that it aroused the 
Jews to a national interest and enthusiasm and started them on 
the way home. What prophecy had declared regarding their 
return began to be fulfilled. The obstacle lay in the fact that the 
land was in possession of Turkey. But the movement steadily 
grew, and God in his providence employed the World War as 
the means by which this obstacle was removed. When this 
moment arrived Zionism was thoroughly established and active. 

Whatever attitude may be taken by those opposed to our views 
relative to the spiritual conditions of the world of today, they 
are confronted with this prophetical declaration of our Lord 
regarding the close of the age when Palestine is no longer under 
the heel of the Gentile. There is here no room for dispute. The 
expulsion of Turkey was the beginning of the end. 

Attention has already been called to the fact that the Church 
may be taken before the Jews are given possession of the land. 
The age will continue for a time after Christ calls His people 
to Himself in the air. But the nearer we are to the fulfillment 
of Christ’s statement relative to the release of Palestine, the 
nearer we are to the other great event. The same is true regard- 
ing the moral and spiritual state of the world. From what the 
New Testament has declared concerning this, the more the world 
deteriorates and the farther it gets from millennial conditions, 
the nearer we are to the millennium. 

In His First Advent Jesus came to the world under the power 
of paganism, and when the Jewish world was being suffocated 
by its dead formalism and traditionalism. In His Second Advent 
He will come to the world in the midst of the most awful con- 
flict the world has ever experienced, and when ‘Satan and anti- 
Christ are at the height of their diabolical operations. 

As His first coming brought redemption to the world, His 
second will bring the millennium to this exhausted, sin-cursed 
earth. This is the glorious hope set before us by the Word of 
God which grows brighter and brighter as the consummation of 
things draws near. 
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The Significance of the Hour 


It was during the war, in December, 1917, that a number of 
men, under a profound impression of the momentous nature of 
that crisis, issued a statement to the churches of England. The 
following is that statement under the caption “The Significance 
of the Hour.” 

1. That the present crisis points toward the close of the times 
of the Gentiles. 

2. That the revelation of our Lord may be expected at any 
moment, when He will be manifested as evidently to His disciples 
as on the evening of His resurrection. 

3. That the completed church will be translated to be “ for- 
ever with the Lord.” 

4. That Israel will be restored to its own land in unbelief and 
be afterwards converted by the appearance of Christ on its be- 
half. 

5. That all human schemes of reconstruction must be sub- 
sidiary to the second coming of our Lord, because all nations 
will then be subject to His rule. 

6. That under the reign of Christ there will be a further great 
effusion of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh. 

7. That the truths embodied in this statement are of the utmost 
practical value in determining Christian character and action 
with reference to the pressing problems of the hour. 

This statement was signed by G. Campbell Morgan, A. C. 
Dixon, W. Fuller Gooch, J. Stewart Holden, H. Webb-Peploe, 
F. S. Webster, Dinsdale T. Young, Alfred Bird, J. S. Harrison, 
F. B. Meyer. 

These are strong names. Some of them are well known on 
both sides of the water, particularly Dr. Morgan, Dr. Meyer and 
Dr. Dixon. These men have thought earnestly, deeply and in- 
telligently on this great doctrine, far more so than have the great 
majority of preachers. They have been heard and their works 
have been read all over this country and Great Britain. 

So greatly were they impressed with the crisis through which 
the world was then passing that to them the signs of the end of 
the age were very distinct. Their statement is a mere outline 
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of vital things, but it is invested with a profound Biblical scholar- 
ship relative to all phases of this great subject. 

This statement answers very emphatically our question— 
Are We Approaching the End of the Age? These men of pro- 
nounced intelligence and discretion were prepared to say to the 
world, “ That the present crisis points toward the close of the 
times of the Gentiles.” 

That awful conflict left the world stunned and threw it into 
a state of unsettledness as was never known. Without a doubt, 
by this very condition it created it has shaped the course of 
things for coming crowning events. But it was also a crisis in 
that it began the fulfillment of the declaration of Christ of the 
time when the Holy Land would be snatched from Gentile hands 
and with which the Gentile times will end. 

What a moment it is in which we are living! We firmly be- 
lieve that all things point to the close of this age as not far dis- 
tant, and that nearer still is the coming of Christ for His people. 
What a joyful hope this should be to the believer to wait for, 
pray for and labor for! What a prospect he has in view, that 
he has reason to expect that in his day the Lord will come and 
by the way of translation and not by death bring him to Himself 
to be forever with Him! 

This is the significance of this hour which is increasing every 
day. With all the disintegration that is going on about us, the 
crime, the wickedness and increasing indifference of the world, 
unsettledness on every hand, the child of God, rooted and 
grounded in the “sure word of prophecy” is radiant with the 
hope of the coming Christ, and can fervently pray, “ Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” 


CHAPTER IX 


Tue First ADVENT AND RETURN OF Our LorD 


IN ADDITION to what has been said in this volume, which 
deals especially with the Second Coming of our Lord, we believe 
it will be helpful to the reader to set forth the development in 
the Bible of the Messianic idea. 

This is of first importance to the Bible student since the Bible 
is Christo-centric—Christ the central fact of the Bible. A clear 
understanding of this fundamental truth is necessary in this day 
in which so much confusion and havoc have been wrought by 
various forms of destructive criticism. 

It must be frankly admitted that the vast majority of Chris- 
tian people have a very superficial knowledge of Messianic un- 
folding in the Old Testament. They know that the Jewish race 
brought forth Christ, but what about the historical sources of 
the Jew? They know that Abraham was the father of this race, 
but how many can state the line that brought forth Abraham, 
and at the same time give the Messianic line to the time of the 
great patriarch? 

For example, it may be safely said that if the majority of 
Christian people were asked if Moses and Aaron belonged to the 
Messianic line of this Messianic nation they would not know how 
to answer the question. Hence the importance that attaches to 
this exceedingly vital fact of Christ in the Old Testament. 

It is one thing to know, in a general way, that Jesus came by 
a certain historical procedure, and another thing to be able to 
state specifically that procedure from stage to stage to the time 
of the First Advent. To have well in hand this Messianic devel- 
opment, not only makes one strong in handling the Scriptures, 
but it sets forth the unity of the Bible, as from age to age its 
great central fact is made more distinctly to appear. 


CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 


In order to understand the facts relative to the fall of our first 
parents in Eden it was necessary to set forth their primitive state 
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of innocence and that necessitated a statement regarding their 
creation and the creation of the world in which they appeared. 

The Bible, therefore, opens with the account of creation. The 
first great doctrine is that of God—In the beginning God, and God 
the Creator of the universe. This declaration distinguishes God 
from the things He caused to exist, and thus accounts for the 
whole material order on rational grounds. Given the Infinite, 
Eternal, Omnipotent God and the universe is possible. The 
Bible furnishes a sufficient and efficient Cause of the universe. 

Thus the first verse of Genesis is a refutation of 

1. Atheism, that declares there is no God. 

2. Agnosticism, that says that God is unknowable. 

3. Polytheism, that there are many Gods. 

4. Pantheism, that All is God. 

5. Materialism, that matter is the only entity. 

Agnosticism is practically atheism. A God who cannot be 
known is for us, and all He can mean to us, no God whatever, 
Pantheism destroys the personality of God and thus renders the 
God of the Bible non-existent. Materialism is atheism since mat- 
ter is all and denies that mind is a distinct entity—that all thought 
is a mode of motion. Polytheism is fundamentally erroneous 
since two or more Gods is a contradiction, a negation of God 
comprising those attributes required by a rational conception of 
God. 

Thus we see how the Bible, setting forth the fact of God and 
of creation, introduces man and that which follows as the start- 
ing-points of the great system of truth of which the Bible is a 
revelation. 

The word redemption signifies the means and method by which 
someone will be redeemed. As we shall see, it is the human race 
that, according to the Bible, is in need of redemption by a 
Redeemer, that needs a Saviour to bring salvation. If the race 
is not lost then it is in no need of being saved. 


The State of Innocence 

The Bible represents the primitive state of our first parents 
as that of innocence. It will be readily seen that this is alto- 
gether different from a state of holiness as the Bible sets before 
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us the picture of Eden before a law was announced. Our first 
parents were not and could not be made moral beings either as 
to holiness or sinfulness. They were constituted with the power 
of becoming the one or the other. 

A moment’s consideration will make clear the impropriety of 
attributing any moral character to that primitive state in which 
Adam and Eve left the hand of God prior to that moral position 
in which they were afterwards placed. 


Genesis of the Moral History of the Race 


The moral constitution of man distinguishes him from the 
lower creatures, and was thus made in the Divine image. He 
had the capacity for moral action, but had no opportunity for 
such until a law was announced defining his rights and liber- 
ties. 


As Paul declared, until such a law was given there could be 
no sin which is the transgression of law. The Divine purpose 
in our creation would never have been realized by permitting us 
to remain in a state of mere innocence. This would furnish no 
occasion for moral action and our moral capabilities could never, 
in this state, be exercised. Thus from the very nature of our 
moral constitution, in order to realize that for which we were 
morally capable, it was necessary that the race be placed in a 
position to act holily or sinfully. ‘Such action must be free as 
no moral character can attach to an act that is compelled. 

In the simplest manner, comprising but a few statements, is 
given the account of the moral position in which our race in its 
federal head was placed. The rights and liberties of our first 
parents were defined. A law was announced regarding the thing 
they should not do. They were required to act in obedience to 
this law, having the power to ignore it. 

When tempted to break this law they were afforded the oppor- 
tunity of obeying it. To do the one or the other placed them in 
a moral situation which raised them from the plane of mere inno- 
cence. This is the genesis of the moral history of the race. Man 
is not a machine, but is constituted with the power of moral 
action. He may become holy by acting obediently to God’s law; 
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, by breaking that law he becomes sinful. He broke the law, 
» became a sinner and in that act his race became a fallen race. 
This is the Biblical story of the moral beginning of man. We 


are studying the system of things set forth in the Bible and are 


not concerned with any scientific theories, or with an evolutionary 
doctrine of evil. The Bible has but one account of the manner 
in which sin came to exist. It holds man responsible for his Fall 
by disobeying God who clearly outlined his duty and warned 
him of the consequences that would follow a sinful course of 
action. 

What is set forth so plainly expresses the nature of every 
such moral act. We repeat in our own lives just what hap- 
pened in Eden when we sin. The account is psychologically true. 
In our self-consciousness of guilt we are back in Eden living 
Over again the experience of Adam, our federal head. 


Genesis of the Plan of Redemption 


Following this account of the Fall is the gracious promise of 
a Redeemer—that the seed of the woman would bruise the ser- 
pent’s head (Gen. 3:15). The Gospel in Genesis. Man can 
never be innocent again, but he can be forgiven by a redemptive 
procedure. God can be gracious; the fallen race may be restored. 
The law may be satisfied and atonement for sin may be made. 

That God would make possible this recovery of His fallen 
race, as announced by this great promise, is the germ of the 
whole Biblical system. The Bible is the fulfillment of this prom- 
ise. From this point we look down the ages of Messianic unfold- 
ing. Here is our starting-point, and if we do not start where 
the Bible doctrine of salvation starts we will never clearly under- 
stand the work of grace as revealed in the Scriptures. 

Having ruined and lost their Paradise by a deliberate sinful 
act, how comforting it is to a lost world to know that God did 
not leave our first parents in a state of utter despair. That they 
would at once recall what God declared would be the conse- 
quence of their disobedience, there is no doubt. They have laid 
all in ruins for they have sinned. 

In like manner the sinner, you and I, in the consciousness of 
his sinful nature that has separated him from God his Father, 
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can look upon the face of Jesus Christ—the seed of the woman 
—and see in Him redemption and eternal life. 


The Five Great Doctrines 


In these three chapters the Bible opens with five great doc- 
trines in the historical and logical order in which they should be 
grasped. 

1. The Doctrine of God. As already noted, this is the first 
doctrine of the Bible—In the beginning God. All things begin 
with God. 

2. The Doctrine of God Introducing the Doctrine of Crea- 
tion. God at work in the creation of a universe. Thus we place 
this first statement of Genesis along side of the opening state- 
ment of John’s Gospel centuries after the first statement was 
made: ‘“ And the Word was God. All things were made by 
him.” 

3. The Doctrine of Creation Introducing the Doctrine of Man 
and his Place in Nature. At the appointed time, in the “ days” 
or epochs of creation, man appeared—the highest work of God. 

4. The Doctrine of Man Introducing the Doctrine of the Fall. 
We now pass from the material to the moral order. Man made 
in the image of God, a moral being, sins, and is under the judg- 
ment of God. 

5. The Doctrine of the Fall Introducing the Doctrine of Re- 
demption. The first promise of a Saviour—the seed of the 
woman. 

Thus we see the movement and how each step brings us to 
the great truth that is to invest the Bible with its full significance. 
In other words, the Bible is the historical unfolding of this prom- 
ise. It is the beginning of the Messianic idea. Here is the 
starting- point of all that the ages are to bring forth that will 
finally issue in Jesus Christ, the ‘Saviour of mankind. 


What the Bible Is Not and What It Is 


What has been said has, no doubt, made clear the fundamental 
significance of the Bible. The Bible is a unit from every stand- 
point. It is essentially one book, having one basic purpose, and 
is not a collection of a lot of things unrelated. 
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What the Bible is not. It is not a treatise on science. It is 
- not a treatise on philosophy. It is not a treatise on history. 

It may seem to the superficial reader of the Bible that it is the 
latter—a treatise on history. It is sometimes mistakenly said 
that to be a student of the Bible is to be well informed historically. 
Ask yourself the simple question, how much of the history of 
Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome do I find in the Bible? 
and you will realize at once that if you knew no more of ancient 
history than what the Bible gives you, your historical knowledge 
would be very limited. — 

The Bible is not, and was not designed to be, a treatise on his- 
tory. The references it makes to the various nations have to do 
with the relation these States sustained to Israel. 

What, then, is the Bible, its fundamental purpose and design? 
We have already gathered that from our study thus far. It is 
a Divine Revelation of the work of redemption through Jesus 
Christ. And by “work” we mean the personal work of Christ 
and the history of redemption as touching those who are re- 
deemed, proceeding through the ages to the time of the “new 
heavens and new earth.” 

This is the central truth of the Bible—the Bible is Christo- 
centric. Throughout these sixty-six books two great facts are 
kept in the foreground—Christ’s First Coming to bring redemp- 
tion to a fallen race; his Second Coming to establish his king- 
dom in all the earth. 


- Selection of the Messianic Line 


Now that the Redeemer of mankind has been promised the 
next question is, under what conditions, or by what procedure, 
shall he appear? Thus far we know but one thing, i. e., that as 
the seed of the woman He will come as a member of the Adamic 
race—the fallen race He is to save. If the Bible were to give 
us no further information regarding Him, if it were not histori- 
cally and institutionally to prepare for His coming and He should 
appear without any further announcement, it will be readily 
seen that there would be no Old Testament as we now have it. 
Take Christ out of the Old Testament and there is nothing left. 
The Israel of those books would not be the Israel that there 
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appears for the reason that it is Christ who invests the Israel of 
the Old Testament with any significance whatever. 

It was divinely designed that the seed of the woman shall come 
by a definite historical procedure. This is what is meant by the 
Messianic line. In this manner the first Gospel promise of Gen- 
esis will be fulfilled. From the moment the promise was spoken 
until its fulfillment stretch the ages, but the line of the Messiah 
holds, unfolding with the centuries. 

The point of special interest just now is the selection of the 
line. This follows the statement of the promise. The offerings 
of Abel and Cain are directly related to it. Cain’s offering was 
rejected because it did not express the fundamental fact of sin 
and atonement. Abel, by his blood offering, acknowledged him- 
self a sinner before God in need of a Saviour. It was in line 
with the promise. The devil led our first parents into sin, and 
to prevent the seed of the woman appearing impelled Cain to 
slay him who would be the head of that historical line. Thus we 
see good and evil in conflict. 

When Seth was selected the head of the Messianic line Eve 
declared that the Lord had given her another “seed” in the 
place of Abel. We now see how these facts are essentially re- 
lated and the mistake in thinking of those two altars as a mere 
event having no connection with the plan of redemption in 
Christ who should come by a specific line. 

As we follow the history we know that the Messianic line is 
the Sethite as the Bible sets forth this fact in the clearest man- 
ner. If there were any doubt concerning this all that is needed 
is to read the genealogy of Jesus as given by Luke. 


The Two Lines 


The two lines that are now placed in contrast are the Sethite 
and Cainite. Read carefully the record of these two lines and 
this contrast will readily appear. It was designed that they 
should be held apart and should not mingle. 

This distinction is strikingly apparent in the account of Enoch 
of the Sethite line who is given a place among Old Testament 
saints in the Epistle to the Hebrews (11:5). The expression 
that he “ walked with God” gives this line an outstanding char- 
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acter as contrasted with the Cainite line that is wholly worldly 
throughout. The latter heads up in Lamech with nothing re- 
corded regarding it of a spiritual nature. 

In reading these first chapters of Genesis it may or may not 
have occurred to you that the Bible has nothing to say about 
the other descendants of Adam. It holds to its one great pur- 
pose. It was not germane to this purpose to give a record of 
others of Adam’s family. It is unfolding the Messianic line in 
setting forth its historical beginning by which the Edenic promise 
will be fulfilled. 

As noted, it was designed that these two lines should not com- 
mingle. But Satan is again active in his attempt to destroy the 
line by which a fallen race may be saved. He wrought moral 
ruin in Eden, he struck at the head of the line in the slaying of 
Abel and now seeks to ruin the line in the first stage of its de- 
velopment. 

The mingling of the Sethite with the worldly Cainite line re- 
sulted in the disintegration of the former. The race was wholly 
committed to ungodliness.. Sin was rampant, and the Messianic 
line was all but lost in the universal wickedness of the time. 

Then came the drastic measure—the Flood. As in the case 
of the Abel and Cain incident, isolating it instead of relating it 
with what preceded, so in the case of the flood we are apt to 
make the same mistake. We are inclined to think of this measure 
in terms of the general wickedness that prevailed, and not at all 
in connection with the fact that the line selected to bring forth 
the Redeemer was all but lost, and that the Divine promise must 
be fulfilled. 

Noah and his family of the Sethite line were alone spared. 
What is of special significance is the fact that the line must be 
saved, and also the fact that the race was preserved in the Mes- 
sianic line. Hence the history of the race is Messianic. We are 
inclined to overlook this important fact in connection with this 
great event. 

We have now traced the history of Messianic development 
from the time of the Fall to the close of the first age known as 
the Antediluvian. How many centuries of time this represents 
we do not know. The periods of time given us in these few 
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chapters, which are not intended as a world chronology, amount 
to 1,656 years. A new order of things is about to begin. 


From the Flood to the Dispersion 


The Sethite line as such ended with Noah and with Shem a 
new great development begins. Centuries intervene between the 
time of the flood and the appearance of Abraham, but the Bible 
condenses into a couple of chapters this whole period noting the 
few things germane to its purpose. 

Shem is the new head of the line. Read carefully what is 
said of him and of the other sons of Noah. The new race, the 
descendants of these sons, is in the Plains of Shinar. It is just 
as necessary that the Shemites be kept distinct as was true of the 
Sethites. This is effected by the Babel incident. The dispersion 
left the Shemites in the East. The distinction of Shem is seen 
in the expression. “Blessed be the God of Shem,” while of 
Japheth it is said that he “ will dwell in the tents of Shem.” This 
was historically fulfilled centuries afterwards, while its more 
spiritual significance is seen in the reception of the Gentiles into 
the Church. 


The Messianic Nation 


We have followed the line from the announcement of the prom- 
ise of a Redeemer through the Sethite line of individuals to Shem. 
‘We now enter a period in which the line greatly expands. It is 
now to take on a national character. It will require a nation to 
fulfill the promise given in Eden. The significance of this fact 
should be carefully noted. 

What is to be unfolded relative to the person and work of the 
Messiah will involve a nation and its institutions. This can no 
longer be accomplished by the means of mere individuals. 


I. Abraham, the Father of the Messianic Nation 


We have spoken of the manner in which the Bible eliminates 
those things not germane to its purpose. This is exemplified by 
the fact that of the descendants of Shem the genealogy of but 
one branch is given, that of Arphaxad. The object of this is very 
clear. 
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Abraham is in the line of Arphaxad in the ninth generation 
from Shem. This genealogy is given to introduce Abraham, the 
great central figure of the coming nation. He stands at the head 
of the new order. This man of faith must be separated from 
his native land to receive an inheritance for his seed that must 
be isolated as the home of the people that is selected, separated 
and made distinctive among the nations of the earth. This prin- 
ciple of separation runs through the whole Bible and is espe- 
cially evident in connection with this chosen race. 

_ We cannot think of the people apart from the land, and we 
cannot think of the Book, the Bible, apart from the people and 

the land—the Land, the People and the Book. There were four 

reasons why Palestine should be selected for these divine ends: 

a. Isolation: It was designed that the Messianic nation have 
no neighbors. This was provided for by the sea on the west, 
deserts on the south and east, mountains on the north. 

b. Centralization. It lay central to the great nations and 
their ancient civilizations—Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Persia, 
Greece, Rome. 

c. Limitation. It was very small and afforded no oppor- 
tunity for expansion or political ambitions. The people were 
chosen for specifically redemptive purposes. 

d. Fructification. It was a rich land, capable of producing 
almost everything and of supporting its people. 

No other land is so situated and combines in itself these condi- 
tions as is true of Palestine. To Abraham and his seed this land 
was given. In the covenant made with Abraham this is an im- 
portant item, but the outstanding fact of the Abrahamic Covenant 
is the declaration that in him all nations of the earth would be 
blessed. That, of course, refers to the Messiah, the seed of 
Abraham. Thus we have traced the fulfillment of the promise 
to this point—the seed of the woman is the seed of Seth, the 
seed of Enoch, the seed of Noah, the seed of Shem, the seed 
of Abraham. 


II. Isaac, Heir to the Promises 


Isaac was a child of promise, his birth contrary to the natural 
order of things. Abraham was divinely promised a seed and under 
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existing conditions that appeared to him as an impossibility. 
Great demands were laid upon the faith of this man of unusual 
faith, but the promise was fulfilled in the birth of Isaac, heir to 
the covenant promises. 

Abraham was again placed in a position that would have stag- 
gered the faith of the ordinary man, when he was required to 
offer Isaac as a sacrifice. It was through Isaac that the seed 
promised him should be realized. He fully understood this in 
the gift of this son. But if Isaac is sacrificed, what then? What 
becomes of his seed, and what becomes of the divine promise? 

As explained by the Epistle to the Hebrews (11:17-19), 
Abraham reasoned that either God would withhold his hand and 
prevent the slaying of Isaac, or if Isaac was sacrificed the Lord 
would raise him to life. The hand was stayed, the sacrifice was 
provided and Abraham was rewarded. 


III. Jacob, the Father of Israel 


Esau, by right of primogeniture, held the birthright. Selling 
it to Jacob to meet a temporary need clearly revealed his un- 
worthiness of it. Jacob became the new head of the Messianic 
line, the channel through which the promise of the Messiah 
should be fulfilled. This great life falls into four periods: 
‘Jacob in the home of Isaac; Jacob in the home of Laban; Jacob 
in Canaan; Jacob in Egypt. 

Eleven of his sons were born in Mesopotamia, one, Benjamin, 
in the Land of Promise. These twelve sons are the progenitors 
of the Messianic nation which will consist of twelve tribes. 

Taking Jacob and his family out of Canaan and placing 
them in Egypt was one of the great providential things in the 
life of the nation. The way was prepared by Joseph becoming 
the prime minister of Egypt. There were two reasons why Israel 
should not grow up in Palestine. 

First, it was necessary that they come into possession of the 
land as a nation that each tribe be given its inheritance. Had 
they grown up in the land the tendency would have been to seize 
portions of it indiscriminately. Again, as a strong nation they 
would be able to take possession by driving out the idolatrous 
inhabitants. 
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Second, during this period of development it was of first im- 
portance that they be kept from mingling with these peoples, 
from their idolatry and from intermarrying with them, as did 
Esau. These two great ends were secured by placing them in 
Egypt. 

At this time the Hyksos Kings reigned in Egypt. By the 
Pharaoh of this line Joseph was favored. They were hated by 
the Egyptians who hated the Israelites thus favored and placed 
in Goshen. These conditions kept the Jews from mingling with 
the idolatrous Egyptians, and thus they were providentially safe- 
guarded. 

When the time came for them to return to their own land, that 
through them God’s redemptive purposes be effected, it was as 
essential that they be separated from Egypt as it was that they 
be placed there. A famine drove them out of Canaan and now 
persecution is employed to drive them out of Egypt back to 
Canaan. The Hyksos kings were driven off the throne and the 
Egyptian line was restored. The result was the bitter persecu- 
tion of the chosen race. Under these conditions of servitude 
_and oppression it was only necessary for a leader to appear to 

lead them forth to liberty and home. That leader was Moses, 
divinely commissioned to do this thing. 

They were now a great people, over half a million strong in 
fighting men, and capable of taking possession of the land and 
to maintain tribal distinction in the sections assigned them. 


IV. Judah, the Messianic Tribe 


Just as it was necessary that a particular descendant of Adam, 
of Seth, of Noah, of Shem, of Arphaxad, of Abraham, of Isaac 
be selected, so it was that one of the twelve sons of Jacob be 
selected as the branch of the nation by which the Messiah should 
- be brought forth. 

This selection was made by Jacob, divinely guided, in Egypt 
just prior to his death. In this account (Gen. 49) Jacob por- 
trays the future of the tribes, and Judah is designated as the 
tribe that is to have the great distinction of giving birth to the 
Saviour of the world. This is spoken of as the “‘ Shiloh Proph- 
ecy” (49:10). This selection was made while the Israelites 
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were enjoying the favors of Pharaoh in Egypt and long before 
the dark days of oppression fell upon them. 

Thus we see how far in Messianic history we have been brought 
by Genesis, the initial book of the Bible, and how essential is this 
book to all that follows. We have come a long way in Messianic 
development—from Seth to Judah. We now know from which 
of the tribes of Israel Jesus will come. So far has Genesis 
brought us in this history that but one more general selection 
must be made—that of the family of the tribe. The particular 
family as well as the particular tribe must be chosen. It is in 
the period of the Judges that the family line will be disclosed. 


Sacred Institutions 


We now come to the next great unfolding which is of an in- 
stitutional nature, in revealing to us the character and work of 
the Messiah. We remarked a short time ago that it required a 
nation to bring forth the “seed of the woman.” It also required 
a nation, by its religious institutions, to unfold the nature of the 
redemptive work of Him whom it was thus to bring to the world. 

It was during the stay of about one year at Sinai that God 
revealed to Israel through Moses those ordinances for the full 
government of their individual and national life. A great religi- 
ous system was communicated to them by which was expressed 
God’s relation to them and their relation to God. For our pur- 
pose it is necessary to note especially but two things. 


I. The Sacrificial System 


This was specified in every particular—the animals to be used 
for this purpose and their physical perfection. The first great 
truth set forth by sacrifice was that of expiation for sin. The 
one thing profoundly impressed upon the mind of Israel was 
that of sin and the need of atonement. It is impossible for one 
to read intelligently the record of these institutions and not real- 
ize the fundamental truth divinely conveyed. 

Every such sacrifice offered was an acknowledgment of sin 
and the need of expiation by the life of the innocent sacrifice. It 
is the central fact of this sacrificial system. The offerer placed 
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his hand upon the head of the offering thus signifying that it 
was his sacrifice and that he was placing upon it his guilt. By 
no means can the sinner in his own person atone for his sin. 

The vital truth of this Old Testament institution is that “ With- 
out shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22), that “the 
life is in the blood.” This sacrificial system was designed to 
be typical of the sacrifice of “the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (Jno. 1:29). By Him alone can the 
real atonement be made, but every sacrifice on Jewish altars 
pointed to Him and had its vital significance in the fact that 
it was the type of which Jesus Christ was the Proto-type. 


The Epistle to the Hebrews is an inspired commentary on 
these institutions. It distinctly declares that the blood of bulls 
and of goats cannot take away sin, but it points out the pro- 
visional and typical nature of these sacrifices; that they point to 
Him who should give his life a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28), 
and should suffer in our stead (Isa. 53:4). 

In this epistle is shown that while many sacrifices of a typical 
nature must be offered, but one offering was made by the Proto- 
type, Christ Jesus, but just as that typical sacrifice set forth the 
basic truth of atonement, expiation, so the sacrifice of Christ was 
atonement for the remission of sin—‘‘ The blood of Jesus Christ, 
his Son, cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). In other 
words, what is declared fundamentally as to the significance of 
the shed blood of the sacrifice, is the fundamental truth of “ the 
blood of the atonement ” of Christ our sacrifice. 

He who cannot find that truth running throughout the New 
Testament has not read it to much account. He is in dire need 
of studying his Bible. There is no other way of explaining the 
sacrificial system of the Old Testament which points to the 
cross, the complete fulfillment of the typical nature of the Old 
Testament altar of sacrifice. 

It is not our purpose to give a theological discussion of the 
Atonement, but to show the development of the Messianic idea 
in the Old Testament. We have traced the movement to Judah 
historically, and are setting forth the institutional form of that 
idea. 
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II. The Priestly System 


Before a sacrifice could be offered it was necessary that the 
priestly office be divinely instituted. The priest was mediator 
between God and the people and he alone could offer the sacrifice. 
The sacred character of this office, and the care taken regarding 
those who should officiate, were clearly specified. 

On the Day of Atonement, which occurred once a year, when 
sacrifices were offered for the sins of the nation, the high priest 
entered the holy of holies of the tabernacle, and afterwards the 
temple, in performance of his intercessory work. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews is again very enlightening regard- 
ing the high priestly office of our Lord. This epistle was written 
for Jews to establish the fact that these types were fulfilled in 
Christ and had forever passed away; that they were the shadow 
and not the substance and looked forward to Him who should 
be the real sacrifice and the real priest. 

This epistle points out the divine appointment of the Old 
Testament priesthood and the fact that our Lord received His 
commission from the Father. That Jesus acted in the capacity 
of Priest of the New Covenant cannot be misunderstood if this 
epistle is read with any degree of intelligence. “For we have 
not a high priest that cannot be touched with the felling of our 
infirmities; but one that hath been tempted in all points like as 
we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15), is language too specific 
to be misjudged. 

Christ, our high priest, who makes intercession for us, is our 
mediator. This epistle shows that the priest of the Old Testa- 
ment must have something to offer, and that Christ, the priest, 
must also have something to offer. But in the old dispensation 
the sacrifice was apart from the priest, while in the new both 
were one—Christ the priest must offer Christ the sacrifice; that 
what he had to offer was Himself; that it was His priesthood 
and shed blood that invested the priesthood and sacrifice of the 
Jewish system with their full significance. 

When Jesus offered Himself on the cross as our sacrifice, it 
will be recalled that the legs of the two malefactors were broken 
to hasten their death. But when they came to Jesus that was 
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not necessary since He was already dead, and John adds, “ that 
the Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be 
broken” (19:36). But what scripture was fulfilled? Read 
Ex. 12: 46 and you will see that it relates to the institution of the 
Passover, that no bone of that sacrifice should be broken, for 
“Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). 

What has been said should clearly establish the fact that these 
Jewish institutions were typical of the person and work of Him 
who declared that He fulfilled the law. But they would not be- 
typical of the Proto-type if His sacrifice and priesthood were 
fundamentally of a different nature, and their essential signifi- 
cance had nothing in common with these types. 

It was at Sinai that the Messianic idea expanded in this revela- 
tion of the atoning and intercessory nature of the work of the 
Messiah. It is a new and great unfolding. It had not appeared 
before in such form. The institutions by which the Messianic 
nation should be governed expressed the deep meaning of the plan 
of redemption in the person and work of the Redeemer. 


The Messianic Family 


We have already noted that the book of Genesis carried for- 
ward this unfolding of the line of the Messiah to the point of 
the Messianic tribe—Judah; that it only remained for the family 
of the tribe to be disclosed. 

It is the book of Ruth, in the time of the Judges, that intro- 
duces the family of the coming Messiah. In this book we have 
one of the beautiful scenes of the Old Testament. It is in strik- 
ing contrast with the history of oppression, strife and blood- 
shed of that period. This pastoral scene is laid in Bethlehem. 
It brings to view the city that is to figure so vitally in the con- 
summation of this historical procedure in bringing to the world 
the “seed of the woman.” 

Ruth was a Moabitess. The Moabites were descendants of Lot, 
and Lot a descendant of Shem, and Shem was of the line of 
Seth. But if, in these studies, we gave the matter any thought 
it would never have occurred to us that an ancestress of Jesus 
would come out of Moab. 

Ruth, having loyally followed her mother-in-law, Naomi, to 
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Bethlehem, became the wife of Boaz. Her acceptance of the 
God of Israel is beautifully expressed by Boaz: “ The Lord re- 
compense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord 


God of Israel, under whose wings thou are come to trust” (Ruth © 


2:12). Little did she know that she would have the great dis- 
tinction of being an ancestress of the world’s Redeemer. 

Obed, the son born to them, became the father of Jesse and 
grandfather of David. It is this family that, a thousand years 
after David, will bring Jesus to the world, born in Bethlehem 
of Judea, the home of Naomi, Boaz, Ruth and David. Now 
that, back in the early days of the Judges, the family is intro- 
duced, it is only necessary to trace it from David through Solo- 
mon, through the kings of Judah, the period of the Babylonian 
Exile and the Post-Exilic period to the birth of Jesus. Thus 
there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, four- 
teen generations from David to the Babylonian Exile, and four- 
teen generations from the time they were taken to Babylon to 
the birth of Christ—42 generations from Abraham to Christ. 

How faithfully this line has been maintained throughout the 
centuries from the time that Seth was chosen the head of the 
line. In this line the race was preserved at the time of the flood. 
In Abraham, the Shemite, it expands to national proportions, and 
within the chosen nation the tribe is selected and then the family 
of the tribe in which it holds throughout, passing through the 
closing days of the Judgeship, the Monarchy, the Division of 
the Kingdom, the Captivity and for the last 500 years from the 
close of the Exile to Christ. 


Christ in the Psalms 


When our Lord said, “ All things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the Psalms concerning Me” (Lu. 24:44), He dis- 
tinctly declared that the Psalter contains what are called Mes- 
sianic Psalms, that in the Psalms are statements made relative 
to Him to be fulfilled in His person and ministry. And these 
announcements were made under the direction of the Holy Spirit 
that the people of that time be instructed concerning the coming 
Messiah, and for the express purpose of their being fulfilled in 
Him. 
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We have it then, on the authority of Christ, that there are in 
the Psalms predictions relative to Himself to be fulfilled by Him 
alone. These predictions must be of such a nature that they 
cannot be fulfilled by others. In any instance in which Christ 
claims a statement in the Psalms as referring to Him, that ends 
all discussion as to the Messianic nature of that utterance. 

There are those who declare that the Psalms contain no such 
references to our Lord. If that be true, then Christ in speaking 
to the very contrary of that assertion is nothing less than an 
impostor in seeking for Himself Scriptural vindication. There 
is no way of escaping that conclusion. 

On the other hand, those who say there is nothing in the 
Psalms of a Messianic nature are declared by Jesus Christ to be 
absolutely false in making such assertions, and are guilty of 
charging Christ with ignorance or falsehood. 

Including His coming kingship, Christ is set forth in the 
Psalms in six ways, and the specific Messianic nature of these 
announcements is established by the New Testament. Arrang- 
ing these in their chronological order, note the following: 


I, Advent of Messiah 

“Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is 
written of Me” (Ps. 40:7). Here is a statement of the coming 
Messiah, and that this fact is set forth in the Scriptures. 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews in showing that the 
sacrificial system was of a typical nature and fulfilled by Christ 
quotes this passage as signifying Christ and His atoning work 
in doing the will of God (Heb. 10:5-10). This is the New 
Testament interpretation of the Psalm in terms of Christ, and is 
therefore one of the things that our Lord declared must be 
fulfilled by Him. 


Il. The Betrayal 

“Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which 
did eat my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me ” (Ps. 41:9). 
That this passage refers to Judas, the traitor, is established by 
Christ: ‘“ I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: 
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but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread 
with me hath lifted up his heel against me” (Jno. 13:18). 

“Let his days be few, and let another take his office” (Ps. 
109: 6-9). Judas was the Ahithophel of the Old Testament. 
This passage is interpreted in terms of Judas by Acts 1:20. 
“For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be 
desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let 
another take.” This was spoken in connection with filling the 
place of Judas during the ten days between the Ascension and 
the day of Pentecost. 


III. The Crucifixion 


' The Twenty-second Psalm throughout is a portrayal of the 
crucifixion, every line of which could have been written by an 
Evangelist. 

The first words of the psalm were uttered by Jesus on the 
cross: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
(Matt. 27: 46). 

“They pierced my hands and my feet. They part my gar- 
ments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture” (Ps. 22: 16, 
18). “ They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend 
it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might 
be fulfilled which saith, They parted my raiment among them, 
and for my vesture they did cast lots” (Jno. 19:24). 

It is only necessary to read the entire psalm and then the New 
Testament account of the crucifixion to see how many of the 
scenes of the cross are clearly portrayed. 

“They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they 
gave me vinegar to drink” (Ps. 69:21). “After this, Jesus 
knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a 
vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and 
put it upon hyssup, and put it to his mouth” (Jno, 19: 28, 29). 


IV. The Resurrection 


“Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my 
flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in 
Sheol; neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption ” 
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(Ps. 16:9, 10). This was literally fulfilled in the fact that dur- 
ing the time Jesus was in the grave His body did not mortify. 

In His great sermon on the day of Pentecost, the first sermon 
of the Christian era and under the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit, Peter brings home to the Jews the crime of the 
crucifixion of Jesus. This is tremendously emphasized by the 
fact that this Jesus whom they rejected and crucified rose from 
the dead, thereby vindicating every Messianic claim. “ For 
David speaketh concerning Him . . . moreover also my flesh 
shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption ” (Acts 
2: 24-27). 

Peter proceeds to show that this statement could not apply to 
David, who was dead and buried, to that day. Again, that David, 
in this passage, spoke prophetically—‘ that God had sworn with 
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne. He seeing 
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was 
not left in Hades, neither his flesh did see corruption” (Acts 
2: 29-31). 

In his powerful sermon at Antioch, establishing the fact that 
Jesus was the promised Messiah, Paul declared, “ And as con- 
cerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to 
return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the 
sure mercies of David. Wherefore he saith also in another 
psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 
For David, after he had served his own generation by the will 
of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw 
corruption: but he whom God raised again, saw no corruption ”’ 
(Acts 13: 34-37). 

_V. The Ascension 

“ Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive ” 
(Ps. 68:18). Speaking of the gifts of Christ, Paul says (Eph. 
4:8-10): “ Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” 

Thus we have traced “ Christ in the Psalms ” from His Advent 
to His Ascension. We see how the Book of Psalms supple- 
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ments our study of Christ in the Old Testament in which we 
followed the unfolding of the Messianic line from stage to stage, 
from Seth to the Post-Exilic period. The Psalms take up the 
thread and carry us on to the Incarnation and to the other great 
scenes in our Lord’s life to the completion of His earthly work 
in the Ascension. 


VI. Kingship of the Messiah ‘ 


The Messianic predictions of the Psalms do not stop with the 
ascension, but are most explicit in announcing the Kingship of 
our Lord. This has not yet occurred. It belongs to the period 
of His Second Coming. Christ never has been, and is not now, 
king. Bible interpreters who are accustomed to spiritualizing 
those passages that relate to Christ’s kingship never think of 
treating passages after that manner that have to do with the 
office work of Christ as prophet and priest. 

Not until His return will Christ be king, and since “ His 
Return ” will be a separate discussion, we are leaving until that 
time the passages in the Psalms bearing on this subject. 


Christ in Prophecy 


It was some time after the division of the kingdom and Judah 
and Israel became independent states that the prophets were 
divinely commissioned to speak the word of Jehovah. 

The institution of the prophetical office is a new great thing 
in Israel’s history. These men were the mouthpieces of Jehovah 


when the nation entered upon a downward career spiritually, and. 


these messages were designed to turn them from sin to righteous- 
ness, from idolatry to God, to point out the consequences of 
apostasy and to keep vividly before them the person and work 
of the coming Messiah. It is the latter fact with which we are 
concerned. We want to see how the coming and labors of the 
Messiah are set forth prophetically in this Old Testament litera- 
ture that has such outstanding significance in the Scriptures. 


I. Birth and Birthplace of the Messiah 


The first promise of the “seed of the woman” made clear 
that the Redeemer would proceed from the Adamic race. We 


we 
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have known that He will be brought forth by the family line of 
David of the tribe of Judah of the chosen race. But we have 
not known what will be the unusual circumstances of His birth. 

Isaiah alone announces this new fact that centuries afterwards 
occurred as it was foretold. His statement (7:14) is so clear, 
specific and unambiguous that there can be no question as to 
what it means: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you 
a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” 

Jesus born under these conditions is called a “ sign” divinely 
given. The name by which He is to be called establishes the 
fact that the passage speaks of the Messiah. If Jesus was not 
born of a virgin, then this announcement by Isaiah is absolutely 
false and he cannot be accepted as the mouthpiece of Jehovah. 
Those today in the Church who are rejecting this doctrine of 
the virgin birth, saying that it is a biological impossibility, and 
other trashy things, take the position of the skeptic that Isaiah 
is untrustworthy and that his statement is unbelievable, untrue. 

When we turn to Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus, 
after stating the facts regarding Mary, and Joseph’s suspicions, 
in which the record is exactly in line with what Isaiah had fore- 
told centuries before, he then declares that this unusual birth of 
Jesus was in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. The man, preacher 
or layman who rejects as untrue what is so distinctly stated by 
Prophet and Evangelist has no good reason for believing any 
other prophetical statement that the New Testament declares to 
have been fulfilled. If the virgin birth is a biological impossi- 
bility, so is the resurrection of Jesus Christ an impossibility; so 
is every miracle that Jesus wrought an impossibility, and if so 
then He is the prince of impostors. 

Thus the prophet brings us close to the coming of our Lord 
in his disclosure of the circumstances of His birth. To this, 
Micah, who was contemporary with Isaiah, adds the fact of the 
birthplace of our Lord (5:2). We have known for some time 
that Judah was the Messianic tribe, and that Christ would appear 
in the line of David, and that Bethlehem was the city of David, 
but we had no way of knowing that a thousand years after 
David Jesus would be born in this city. 


¢ 
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When we turn to Matthew’s Gospel (2: 6), in reply to Herod’s 
question as to where Jesus should be born, the priests and scribes 


informed him that it was Bethlehem in fulfillment of Micah’s 


prophecy. That was the point of his question. The only way 
in which they could know this fact was by the prophetic state- 
ment with which they were familiar. Thus for seven centuries 
the Jews, who understood that prophecy, knew the birthplace of 
the Messiah. How explicitly the First Advent of our Lord is 
set forth in the Old Testament that there be no uncertainty 
about it, and that when it occurs the Jews would see how the 
prophecies were fulfilled. 


II. The Time of Messiah’s Advent 


We have already noted the important fact given us by the 
prophet Daniel regarding the time of the first coming of our Lord 
(9: 23-26). Isaiah and Micah tell us how and where He will 
be born and now Daniel tells us when this will occur. It is the 
only statement in the Old Testament that gives precisely the time 
of the Advent. 

This prophecy of the ‘Seventy Weeks” is most remarkable. 
It gives us the starting-point of this whole period of 490 years. 
From that time to the coming of Messiah would be 483 years, 
or at the expiration of Sixty-Nine Weeks. Following this is the 
whole period of this age the last seven years of which will be 
the Seventieth Week, the consummation of these weeks of years. 
Thus we see the great historical scope of this prophecy. 

It is by this prophecy that the Jews knew the time of Mes- 
siah’s coming. How the Messianic idea has been unfolded in 
the Old Testament from the time of the first promise to this 
statement of the time when He shall appear! The Bible is 
Christo-centric. 

By the means of this announcement the Jews, at the time of 
Christ’s coming, knew that the time was about to expire, and 
hence the Jewish world was expecting the Messiah to appear. 
This prophecy was fulfilled to the letter. Just as Jesus was 
born of a virgin, and that in Bethlehem, so He was born and 
“cut off” at the close of the Sixty-Ninth Week. 
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III. Messiah’s Ministry 


What has prophecy to say relative to the labors of the coming 
Lord? Does it give us in a word the characteristics of His 
ministry? Such a description is given by Isaiah in stating the 
office work of Christ (61:3). According to this portrayal the 
coming Messiah will be divinely anointed to preach good tidings; 
to bind up the brokenhearted; to proclaim liberty to captives 
and the acceptable year of the Lord; to give to those who mourn 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy and garment of praise. 

Into these few statements is condensed the spiritual character 
of the Redeemer’s work. We knew back in Eden that His 
work would be of a redemptive nature, as that was the signifi- 
cance of the first promise after the Fall. And now the prophet — 
announces that Jesus, endued by the Spirit of God, will engage 
in the spiritual ministrations just noted. 

When Jesus came to Nazareth He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day and turned to the Prophecy of Isaiah. As 
Luke states it, He looked for a particular passage, and it was 
the statement we have just cited. He read this passage, describ- 
ing the work of Messiah, closed the book and declared, ‘“ This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” This record adds, 
“ And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth ” (Lu. 4: 16-22). 


IV. The Suffering Messiah 


We have already seen that the sacrificial system divinely 
unfolded at Sinai was typical of the atoning work of the crucified 
Christ. We beheld Him in the offered lamb and officiating priest. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews has made this sufficiently clear. 

The prophet, however, has brought it nearer to us in the pic- 
ture of the suffering Son of God. As we have seen, in the 
Psalms the cross is raised and upon it the pierced Saviour. The 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah can be fulfilled by one person only. 
If it is not Messianic throughout it is nothing. There is no other 
being who fits into that picture of redemptive, atoning, substitu- 
tionary suffering. No other person could act for us as this chap- 
ter describes the actions of the “ despised and rejected man of 
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sorrows,” the burden-bearer, sin-bearer, “‘ wounded for our trans- 
gressions ”’ and by whose “ stripes we are healed.” 

In this chapter the cross is raised centuries before the day of 
the crucifixion, giving the full redemptive interpretation of the 
cross. There is one interesting detail that had its fulfillment in 
the circumstances of the death and burial of Jesus: “And he 
made his grave with the wicked”—the two thieves who were 
crucified with him—“ and with the rich in his death ’’—the tomb 
of Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man. 

When the eunuch, who was reading this chapter, asked Philip 
whether the prophet was speaking of himself or some other man, 
“ Philip opened his mouth and began at the same scripture and 
preached unto him Jesus ” (Acts 8:35). 


The Word Made Flesh 


“ And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us” (Jno. 
1:14). The “ Word was God,” and the “ Word was made flesh ” 
—the Incarnate God. 

All promises and prophecies pertaining to this First Advent of 
our Lord were fulfilled when Joseph and Mary went to Bethle- 
hem to be taxed under the decree of Augustus. The whole 
Roman world was at peace when the Prince of Peace was born. 

Throughout the centuries was unfolded the truth of the Son of 
God, His person and work. The intelligent student of the Old 
Testament Scriptures knew all the things concerning the Messiah 
that we know having now investigated the facts as unfolded in 
our Lord’s Bible. 

He declared that “All things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the prophets and in the Psalms concerning Me” (Lu. 
24:44). We have seen how many things were written and how 
they were fulfilled in His birth, His ministry, His death, His 
resurrection and ascension. Not one essential of Him and His 
labors has been omitted in these unfoldings in the Old Testa- 
ment. 

We now understand how Matthew, writing his Gospel for the 
Jew, followed the Messianic line to David and Abraham, thus 
tracing His royal and covenant descent. This is the Gospel of 
prophetic fulfillment, written for the people having the Old 
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Testament who would require that the credentials of Jesus be 
established and vindicated by their Scriptures. 

We also understand how Luke, a Gentile, writing for the 
Greek, the universal man of the ancient world, traced the gene- 
alogy of Jesus to Seth. In this manner he avoided those national 
distinctions that were of interest to the Jew but not to the Greek, 
and set forth Jesus as the Son of Man. It is the world-view 
that must be given this race, and by this Gospel the universality 
of Jesus and His truth especially appears—the Gospel for Jew 
and Gentile. 

Briefly stated, in a manner germane to our purpose, we have 
seen how Christ is set forth in the Old Testament from the time 
He was first promised as the Redeemer of Adam’s race to the 
fulfillment of that promise as the historical Christ. We will now 
give attention to what the Bible has to say about the Second 
Coming of our Lord. We shall be made to realize that it has 
in this respect spoken as distinctly, and demands of us that we 
accept these declarations and unfoldings as we have those per- 
taining to His First Coming. 


THE RETURN OF OUR LORD 


In answering the question, “ Are We Approaching the End 
of the Age?” we had occasion to say many things relative to 
Christ’s return. We will not be able to avoid repeating some 
of these things, but there is much to be said on this vital doc- 
trine. 

We have seen how in the Old Testament the Messianic idea 
was unfolded to the time of our Lord’s coming; it will not be 
strange therefore if we find much in the Old and New Testa- 
ments regarding His return. If we find that there is a great 
amount of teaching in the Bible concerning that event, so much 
so that it is most distinctive, we shall understand that it was 
designed that we give the same careful attention to the Second 
as to the First Advent of Jesus. In the New Testament the 
Second Coming is mentioned 318 times. 

Dr. David Brown was right when he declared that the Second 
Coming of Christ is the Pole-Star of the Church. He was also 
right when he, a post-millennialist, said that it was by the pre- 
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millennialists that the doctrine was given its proper attention. 
As the Jewish world waited and watched for the “ Coming One,” 
so we are in a like attitude in regard to the “ Returning One.” 
He came in His humiliation, the seed of the woman, the man of 
sorrows; He will come in His exaltation, King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 

Just as the intelligent Jew of the old dispensation could not 
contemplate with deep spiritual interest the coming of the 
Messiah without this investing his every act of worship with 
great significance, so it is impossible for us to look forward hope- 
fully, joyfully, prayerfully to the return of our Lord and our 
Christian life and activities not be materially affected thereby. 


The Literal Personal Return 


The Bible teaches the return of Christ as definitely, simply, 
unambiguously as it teaches His first coming. It teaches the 
actual, literal, personal return as it did that the Word was made 
flesh. The language used in stating the one is the same sort of 
language used in stating the other. 

If we had no other statement in the Bible than that of Jesus 
the night before the crucifixion, “If I go, I will come again” 
(Jno. 14:3), this would be sufficient to establish the fact that He 
would return to the earth. The language is capable of but one 
interpretation. The going was a literal fact, and the coming must 
be equally literal. In that statement, the literal going absolutely 
requires the literal returning. 

This, upon the face of it, should be so obvious that it is diffi- 
cult to imagine anyone giving the language any other sense, or 
deliberately twisting it to mean anything but a literal, personal 
coming. And yet, how often we have seen the second state- 
ment utterly distorted and made to express notions that by no 
proper principle of interpretation of the language can it be made 
to convey. 

We are told that His coming again signifies the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, the coming of Christ’s kingdom as the Church, the 
coming of death—that Christ comes in the death of His saints. 
If such things were intended by Christ’s words it can be safely 
assumed that He spoke in riddles to those apostles for they would 
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never have gathered from His words that He meant anything of 
the kind. 

They were distressed by His announcement that He was about 
to leave them. He comforts them with the assurance that while 
He is to leave them He will come again. He informed them 
that following His departure the Holy Spirit will come, but if it 
were His purpose to make this the explanation of His coming 
again, He would have said so, in which case the passage would 
read, “If I go away, I will come again in the person of the Holy 
Spirit.” This, of course, is an absurd interpretation of the words, 
“T will come again,” for the simple reason that Christ Jesus is 
not the Holy Spirit, nor could He in person be identified with the 
Holy Spirit in the coming of the latter. 

That the disciples understood Jesus to mean exactly what 
He said is seen in the fact that in setting forth this great truth 
in their writings they give this fact the most literal statement. 
Simpler, more natural language could not be used by Paul, James 
and John in teaching the doctrine of Our Lord’s return. 

The spiritualizing tendencies in the interpretation of the 
language that speaks of Christ’s second coming and associated 
subjects are in every sense vicious. When this is done the 
language can be made to mean anything according to the spirit- 
ualizing vagaries of the one doing the interpreting. No such 
liberties are taken with the language that speaks of the first com- 
ing. Before the Jews of the Old Testament was placed the fact 
of the first coming; before the Church of the New Testament is 
placed the fact of the second coming. But the latter is of such 
vast significance, and holds such a place in God’s plans, that in 
the Old Testament as well as in the New this great truth is well 
established. 

One of the passages most frequently quoted in support of the 
literal, personal return of Christ is that of Acts 1:11, “ Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” 

Well, how did He go? He was taken up in a cloud; He was 
taken literally; He was taken personally; He was taken visibly. 
And this same Jesus who was taken will return as personally, 
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literally and visibly as He departed. If this language does not 
mean this then there is no way of knowing what it means. The 
sense is sufficiently obvious for the honest, sensible reader who 
has no desire to twist the language to mean what, on the face 
of it, it does not and cannot be made to mean. 

Attempts, however, are made to do that very thing. David A. 
Murray in his story of the Second Coming entitled, “His Return,” 
commenting on this passage declares that if the words “ In like 
manner ” are made to mean that He will come down as He went 
up that it makes the whole passage self-contradictory and ridicu- 
lous. He says not a word in support of this assumption. He 
then tells us what it was the angels really said to the disciples: 
“He has gone now from your view, and you can’t see Him in 
future. Don’t stand looking and hoping to have Him visibly 
present again. You are going to really have Him with you, 
in the same habits and character, that is, doing the same things 
for you as He did before.” 

How much this unwarranted distortion of the passage sounds 
like the actual statement made by the angels will appear to any 
person of average intelligence. With this interpretation of the 
passage before us the passage would read this way: ‘“ This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven ”—“ that is” the 
angels say, ““ He shall come just as ye see Him go, but as a mat- 
ter of fact He won’t do anything of the kind; He has gone from 
your view, and you can’t see Him in the future. He will come 
visibly, just as you have seen Him go visibly, but don’t stand 
looking and hoping to have Him visibly present again.” 

This is a fair sample of the ridiculous contradictions in which 
this class of interpreters are involved in trying to twist such 
passages out of their most obvious sense. 

And this false interpretation of this explicit passage is in line 
with Murray’s story, which, from a fictional standpoint, will not 
command much respect of intelligent readers. He has one of his 
characters have a remarkable dream by which he attempts to 
picture the pre-millennial view of Christ’s return. He succeeds 
about as well as he does in his distortion of the passage just 
noted. As stated, the thing is a dream, and it contains the 
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vagaries and exaggerations that are very common to dreams, and 
is as untrue to fact as dreams usually are. The book will die 
young, both because it has little merit as a story, and no merit 
whatever as a representation of this great doctrine of the return 
of our Lord. 

In his Second Epistle to the Thessalonians Paul describes Anti- 
Christ as an actual man and not a system. No one can read 
the statement (2 Thes. 2: 3-10) and not realize that Paul is giving 
the coming, character and operations of a man under the domi- 
nation of Satan. The same is true of John’s description of this 
fiend. He is the “prince” of Daniel’s statement (9:26) who 
breaks the covenant with the Jews in the middle of the last seven 
years. 

Paul declares that this personal, literal Anti-Christ will be de- 
stroyed by Christ at His coming, in which case the coming is as 
literal a fact as is the Anti-Christ who will in that manner be 
destroyed. The word in the Greek translated “ coming ” signifies 
just that—a literal coming, presence, arrival, advent. It is so 
used in this passage and has the same sense as in the following 
passages: “I am glad of the coming of Stephanus” (1 Cor. 
16: 17) ; “ comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not by his 
coming only” (2 Cor. 7:6, 7); “by my coming to you again” 
(Phil. 1: 26) ; “ But every man in his own order: Christ the first 
fruits, afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 
15: 23)—His literal advent, arrival. The same word is used by 
the disciples in Matt. 24:3, “ And what shall be the sign of thy 
coming,” by which they meant His literal coming. In the same 
chapter (v. 27) Jesus uses this word, “ So shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be,” also verses 37, 39. 

This Greek word (parousia) in these and many other pas- 
sages expresses this idea of literal coming, arrival, presence. 
And this is the sense in which the word is understood in its 
ordinary uses by those who spiritualize the Second Coming of 
Christ, but when they find the word used in this latter connec- 
tion they ignore or distort its meaning. The honest and intel- 
ligent reader of the Bible, who has not a theory to sustain at all 
hazards fully realizes that the Bible declares emphatically that 
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the Second Coming of our Lord will be as personal, literal and 
visible as was His First Coming. 


Coming For and With His Own 


In the first part of this volume we explained the two phases 
of Christ’s return. In the first stage of His coming He does 
not come to the earth, but in the air He brings to Himself 
“the dead in Christ’ by resurrection and those who “are alive 
and remain” by translation (1 Thes. 4: 13-18). 

In this important passage Paul distinctly explains this great 
event, and alludes to it again in his later Epistle to the Corin- 
thians (1 Cor. 15:51,52) when he says, “ We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

The Thessalonian believers were disturbed by the fact that 
those in Christ who were passing out of life, their Christian 
friends and loved ones, would not have a part in the glorious 
event of Christ’s return, which they expected to occur in their 
day. Paul comforts these believers by telling them that in this 
first stage of Christ’s coming living believers will have no advan- 
tage over those who have died—that the latter shall rise from 
their graves first, and with them the living saints, who shall be 
changed in the twinkling of an eye, shall meet them in the air 
and all be gathered to Christ. 

These passages clearly set forth this doctrine of Christ com- 
ing for His own. Our Lord refers to this same event (Lu. 
14: 14), “ For thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of 
the just.” Here is distinguished a particular resurrection, that 
of the just, which harmonizes perfectly with Paul’s discrimina- 
tion—‘‘ the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 

Is it any wonder that so many Christian people who have done 
little or no thinking along these lines, and who have been taught 
the doctrine of a general resurrection, have become so confused 
regarding these things? When they read Paul’s statement to the 
Thessalonians that it is the “dead in Christ” that shall be 
raised at this stage of Christ’s coming, and find John in the 
Book of Revelation referring to the same resurrection which he 
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clearly distinguishes from the second resurrection which he says 
occurs a thousand years later, they find themselves hopelessly 
confused in trying to harmonize these Biblical statements with 
preaching that is exactly the contrary. 

We have already noted the fact that pre-millennialists differ on 
one point, namely, whether this gathering of dead and living 
saints shall occur before or after the great tribulation. Some 
take the ground that the Church will pass through the tribulation 
and then be “caught up” to Christ; others, that the transla- 
tion will occur prior to the tribulation, those translated to escape 
it and be with Christ during those awful moments in the closing 
days of the age. 

The latter see in the translation of Enoch before the flood a 
type of the translated Church, and in Noah passing through the 
flood period a type of those, and especially the Jews, passing 
through the tribulation. 

The majority of pre-millennialists hold to what is called the 
pre-tribulation theory, that is, that the translation will occur 
before the tribulation period. It is an interesting and important 
point, but we are noting more particularly the two stages of the 
Second Coming and the manner in which believers will partici- 
pate in both. 

It is very evident that Christ cannot come with His own 
unless He first comes for them. Paul shows how He comes for 
us and adds, “and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thes. 
4:17). If we are to be forever with the Lord, and the Lord is 
to return to and remain on the earth, then we shall return and 
remain with Him. 

This truth is announced by Zechariah (14:5), “ And the Lord 
my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” This follows 
the statement of Christ appearing on the Mount of Olives and 
the great rupture that will then take place by which the mount 
will be divided. 

That Christ will bring His people with him is declared by 
Jude (14), “ Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of 
His saints.” And John, who so clearly relates these events 
associated with the coming of Christ, sets forth this glorious 
truth, “ Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resur- 
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rection; on such the second death hath no power, but they shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). 

It is this that Paul is thinking of in his Epistle to the Philip- 
pians (3:11) when he says, “If, by any means, I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead.” Why should Paul be con- 
cerned about the resurrection? He knew that everyone would be 
resurrected. But the translation just given does not properly 
express Paul. The more accurate translation of the Greek is 
this: “I might attain unto the resurrection from among the 
dead.” Paul was concerned about having a part in the first 
resurrection. 

Other passages may be cited in support of this truth, but 
these clearly show how the body of true believers will participate 
in this marvelous event of our Lord’s coming and share in the 
glory of His millennial reign on the earth. No matter what trib- 
ulations we pass through here, what wars and rumors of wars 
shake the nations, what wickedness prevails bringing untold suf- 
fering and pain, these will be swept away and will disappear in 
the glory of that crowning joy of reigning with our Divine King 
in a world transformed by His presence and power. 


Christ’s Millennial Reign 


In the discussion of the approaching end of the age we noted 
the closing events of the diabolical activities of Anti-Christ which 
are brought to an end by the coming of Christ. We have also 
shown that Satan will be bound and rendered impotent. Let us 
now see what the Bible has to say regarding this last great period 
of the earth’s history. For all the centuries the curse of sin 
has been laid upon the earth, sin has prevailed and Satan has 
established his kingdom of unrighteousness. But the Lord has 
returned and a new order of things is instituted. 


I. The Period 


The word “ millennium ” signifies one thousand years. The word 
does not occur in the Bible, but its use is justified by the state- 
ments of the Book of Revelation. In the study of the prophets 
we learned that there would be a time when all things would be 
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changed, when the glory of the Lord would cover the earth, 
when Christ would set up His kingdom, but we did not know 
what would be the length of that period. We studied the Gos- 
pels, the Acts and Epistles and nothing was said as to the dura- 
tion of Messiah’s reign. It was not until we came to these last 
unfoldings of the last book of the Bible that these things were 
stated in language plain, simple and direct. 

The objection is sometimes raised that we have but a single 
statement giving the time upon which the idea of the millennium 
is based. That is absolutely not true. The Bible has given 
us abundant instruction regarding the character of this period 
without stating the length of it. 

In regard to the latter, let it be assumed that there is but a 
single passage giving the length of the period. Is there any good 
reason why that statement should not be authoritative as long 
as it does not conflict with any other Biblical statement or 
doctrine? Is it necessary that a plain declaration of fact has 
to be duplicated several times before it can be accepted as true? 

This announcement of the Book of Revelation is of such a 
nature that it does not require other announcements to explain 
or support it. For example, if all we knew about the lineal 
descent of Jesus was what we got from Matthew’s genealogy 
we would conclude that Abraham was the head of the Messianic 
line. But when we study the Book of Genesis we know that 
such is not the case, and by a closer study of the subject 
we learn why Matthew carries the genealogy to Abraham and 
no further. 

When John fixes the length of the last period at one thou- 
sand years the statement is not in conflict with anything else 
that has been said regarding that time, and is in no need of being 
supported by any other announcements, or of being rendered 
consistent with such instructions. Under these conditions one 
declaration is as authoritative as a dozen or any number, and is 
as reliable as any other fact in the Bible that is mentioned but 
once. 

Now, as a matter of fact, John mentions the length of this 
period not simply once but six times. He begins by saying that 
Satan will be bound for a thousand years. Second, that at the 
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expiration of the thousand years he will be “loosed a little 
season.” Third, that those who remain loyal to Christ will 
reign with him for a thousand years. Fourth, that the first resur- 
rection will occur at the beginning of the thousand years, and 
that the second resurrection will occur at the expiration of 
that time. Fifth, that those that rise in the first resurrection shall 
reign with Christ for a thousand years. Sixth, that at the expira- 
tion of the thousand years Satan shall be released and shall go 
forth to deceive the nations. 

Thus we have six statements giving the length of this period 
and showing the relation of these various things to that time 
(Rev. 20:1-8). The statements are clear and consistent, and 
the only intelligent interpretation that can be given is that they 
refer to a literal period of one thousand years, that there is no 
reason for attaching any other meaning to the words and that 
John meant just what he said which was divinely communicated 
to him in this Patmos vision. 


II. The Messianic Psalms 


Our study of Christ in the Psalms had to do with His earthly 
life from the time of the Incarnation to the Ascension. At that 
time we stated that the psalms setting forth His kingship would 
be taken up in this connection. These are among the greatest 
psalms of the entire collection. Our attention is directed mainly 
to five psalms in which the Kingship of Christ is the dominant 
thought. 

Psalm 2. That this psalm is Messianic is at once evident from 
the language used: ‘The Lord said unto Me, Thou art My Son; 
this day have I begotten Thee.” This is referred to Christ by 
the Epistle to the Hebrews (5:5). 

Psalm 72. That Solomon and his peaceful reign are here 
referred to there is no doubt, but it is absolutely certain that it 
cannot have its fullest interpretation in terms of Solomon and 
his reign. A greater than Solomon is here. Statements of this 
psalm clearly establish the fact that it can be adequately inter- 
preted only in terms of Christ and His kingdom. 

Psalm 110. This psalm, descriptive of the King and His 
reign, is Messianic throughout. The Epistle to the Hebrews 
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(1:13) thus interprets the first verse of the psalm, and also 
verse four (5:6). 

Psalm 118. That this psalm is Messianic is seen, not only in 
the language of the psalm, but in the manner in which the New 
Testament refers to it as such. Verses 22, 23: ‘“ The stone 
which the builders refused is become the head stone of the cor- 
ner. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
Christ declared that this referred to Him (Matt. 21:42). 
Peter, before the council, showed the Jews that this passage 
was fulfilled by them in their rejection of Christ, and in his 
First Epistle (2: 6-8) he states the same truth. 

Psalm 132. “The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He 
will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon 
thy throne” (v. 11). In his great sermon on the day of Pente- 
cost Peter declares that this passage has its fulfillment in Christ. 
Speaking of David he says, “ Therefore being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up 
Christ to sit on His throne ” (Acts 2: 30). 

Thus we see how completely Christ is set forth in the Psalms, 
first in giving the facts of His person and work, and His king- 
ship when He returns to reign. It is repeatedly said that all 
of these expressions relating to the kingship of Christ are to 
be understood spiritually and not literally, that He is now king 
ruling in the hearts of His people and in the influence of Chris- 
tianity in the world. 

If that be true, what sense would there be in Peter talking 
about raising up Christ to sit on the throne of David? This 
requires too much spiritualizing. If Christ is now King, in the 
spiritual sense, and that is the only sense in which He will be 
king, and since we are to reign with Christ, then where is the 
sense or propriety of John saying that we will reign with him 
for a thousand years? According to this spiritualizing theory 
the Church has been reigning with Christ for the past two thou- 
sand years. There are too many passages that declare that Christ 
is to return to the world, to judge the world, to rule it and estab- 
lish His kingdom in righteousness, for this spiritualizing method 
to be able to maintain its claims. 
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No greater mistake could be made than to fail to understand 
the time of which Zechariah is speaking (Ch. 14) in setting 
forth the day of the Lord and the presence of Christ in the 
world. That He is speaking of His literal presence is the only 
sensible interpretation of the chapter. That “His feet shall 
stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives which is before 
Jerusalem on the east” (v. 4) indicates a literal presence as 
truly as Olivet is a literal mount. Other things in the chapter 
clearly show that the prophet is not speaking of the time 
when Christ was here, but of His return. He then says, speak- 
ing of that time, “ And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and His name one” (v. 9). 

In the first part of this book we have shown that Daniel’s 
vision of the stone smiting the image could not by any possi- 
bility be fulfilled by Christ during His earthly ministry, as the 
historical facts are absolutely against that theory, and can be 
fulfilled only at the close of the age. Daniel shows that it is 
then, following that crisis, that Christ sets up His kingdom and 
is the ruler of it. 


Christ must be as literally a king as He was prophet and 
priest—Prophet, Priest and King. In support of this fact there 
is too much Scripture for post-millennialists to spiritualize or 
explain away. He has never, in the Scriptural sense, been king. 
No one in his right senses would say that Christ has ever been, 
or is now, king, and be able to find the conditions that the 
Scriptures insist accompany His kingship. The teaching of the 
Bible on this point is clear enough if we will give it the proper 
study and place things in their true relations. When the Scrip- 
tures, dealing with this subject, are fitted into the scheme of 
things where they belong, we cannot help but see that Christ’s 
rulership of the world takes place at the close of this age and 
not during the Church age. 


The New World 


Not much more need be said. There will be no millennium 
until Jesus comes. There will be no kingdom of universal right- 
eousness until the King is here to reign and rule. 
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It will be a new world. Men shall learn war no more—a world 
without war and strife. Israel will be converted and become a 
tremendous influence in world-wide evangelization. Satan bound, 
and the hearts of men will turn to the Christ. Righteousness 
will triumph and prevail over the earth. Zechariah, still speaking 
of that day, says, “In that day shall there be upon the bells of 
the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD” (14:20), so 
thoroughly will the world be invested with the spirit of Christ. 

Injustice, inequality, the reign of selfishness shall cease to 
exist and love and good-will shall dominate in the kingdom of 
Christ. 

The animals will be domesticated, the curse will be removed 
and the earth will be renewed and bring forth only good and 
that abundantly. 

What we have said will suggest at once to the Bible student 
the Scriptures that set forth these conditions in the new world, 
and in the most glowing terms. 

We will be in possession of all the knowledge we now have 
and this should be increased beyond our present conception. 
Christ at Jerusalem, by means of the radio, can speak to the 
world. With television then perfected, not only will He be uni- 
versally heard, but we shall see Him as He speaks. 

And we shall reign with Him. The immortal Church, the 
Bride, resurrected and changed by translation, will serve her 
Bridegroom and participate in the glory of His kingship. For 
a thousand years the world will be holy and peaceful and be 
filled with the abounding joy of its reigning King. 

What a prospect is set before us by the Word of God! How 
much thought do you give it? Is it for you a joyful contem- 
plation? Does it inspire you with holy desire and a holy hope? 
Are you helping to bring back the King by your consecrated 
service? Are you looking for your Saviour with a great yearn- 
ing, or do you welcome the idea that He will never come: in 
your day? Does the thought of Him coming in this very day 
frighten you or thrill you? 

What these things mean to you will depend upon what Christ 
is to you as Saviour and Master. Have you oil in your lamps, 
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or is your “ Christian”’ life an empty, meaningless thing, taken 
up with the world and merely glossed over with a thin coating 
of religion? . 

The day of this age, we believe, is far spent and the night 
draws nigh—the night of apostasy, sin in its vilest forms, con- 
fusion, disintegration and Satan’s masterpiece in action. But 
the millennial day will break with the Coming of the Sun of 
Righteousness and the shadows shall flee away. 
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